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[Lord Carrington.] 

any other who helped to bring this 
about. I beg to move. 

Moved, That an humble Address be 
presented to Her Majesty praying 
Her Majesty to be graciously pleased 
to express to the President of the 
United States of America the shock 
and deep sorrow with which this 
House has learned of the death 
of President Kennedy; and to 
convey their sense of the loss which this 
country and the Commonwealth has sus¬ 
tained, and their profound sympathy 
with Mrs. Kennedy and the family of 
the late President, and with the Govern¬ 
ment and people of the United States of 
A merica.—( Lord Carrington.) 

2.41 p.m. 

Earl ALEXANDER of HILLS¬ 
BOROUGH: My Lords, I am grateful 
to the noble Lord the Leader of the 
House for having arranged this special 
Sitting. I am sure I speak for the 
whole of my noble colleagues on these 
Benches when I say how much they 
appreciate the terms in which the 
Motion before the House has been 
moved by him. We have all suffered a 
sense of tremendous shock by the violent 
death which was meted out to such 
a great person as John Kennedy. Many 
of us, perhaps, would not have agreed 
with every one of his political views. 
But we can all admire a man of such 
courage ; of such tenacity in crisis ; of 
such good feeling to men, to whom per¬ 
haps he owed little but whom he de¬ 
sired to move in the right direction ; and 
a man who came to wonderful, quite 
wonderful decisions in very grave hours 
in the last three years. 

The character of the man must have 
been there years before he began his 
great Presidency. Character building 
begins before the age of 43, and he must 
have owed a great deal to his family, 
to his religious upbringing and to his 
general education and association. But, 
as I think of his character and of what 
his life was, I am tempted once more 
to go back to my favourite essayist, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, who was an 
American and who says in his essay on 
character: 

“ Whoso would be a man. must be a non¬ 
conformist.” 
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1 feel that, whatever he had to ur*. 
when dealing with matters of great 
principle he dealt with them on a pure 
analysis of the facts and got as near as 
he possibly could on every occasion to 
what he, as a man of good character, 
felt to be right; and, whatever was said 
about it at the time, he nevertheless 
adhered to the decisions he made in such 
circumstances. That also had a great 
effect in leadership upon a nation which, 
as Bishop Bayne said last night, was 
greatly divided on very important 
questions. 

I do not wish to say more, except to 
refer to two other matters which the 
noble Lord the Leader of the House has 
mentioned in his remarks. First, our 
hearts go out to Mrs. Kennedy. We 
mourn not only for all the trouble that 
she has been through already, but for 
the great responsibilities in her family 
life that still remain with her in her 
loneliness. We sympathise very greatly 
with the children, who loved their father 
so much. We send our heartfelt 
sympathy and good wishes to Mrs. 
Kennedy and her children. 

1 would say a word, too, on the other 
matter to which the noble Lord referred 
and which 1 had in mind, and that is the 
future of the United States as a result of 
this very heavy loss. I pray very much 
the thought that was expresesd by many 
of us in the course of the Great War, 
when we were finally all together in the 
struggle for freedom: 

“Those whom God hath joined together in 
war let no man put aside in peace." 

We expressed that view to each other 
more than once, those of us who were 
mixing with the Americans of the day 
who were here with us in the joint battle 
, for freedom. We saw the passing of 
President Roosevelt at a very difficult 
time; and, finally, we had good fellow¬ 
ship and extraordinarily great help, at a 
time when many of us on this side of 
the House were in Government, from 
President Harry Truman. 

Now Mr. Kennedy has been succeeded 
by Mr. L. J. Johnson. I must say that 
we wish him every possible help and 
grace in the great task that he has now 
to perform. 1 hope that the relationships 
between our countries and with all the 
other countries in the world who defend 
freedom will develop and be blessed by 
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CkOT Of the general character of John 
Kennedy, 1 can never get away from 
Van Dyke: 

** Four things a man must learn to do 
If he would make his record true: 

To think without confusion clearly, 

To act from honest motives purely. 

To love his fellow men sincerely. 

To true in God and Heaven securely’*. 

I think Mr. Kennedy was very near that 
standard. 

Lord AMULREE: My Lords, my 
noble friend Lord Rea, unfortunately, 
cannot, for reasons of health, be in his 
place this afternoon, and he has asked 
me to say a few words in support of 
the Motion which has been so ably moved 
by the noble Lord the Leader of the 
House and so well seconded by the noble 
Earl who leads the Labour Party. 

\ My Lords, it seems to me a very 

sobering thought at this time that 
( during the past 100 years four 

* Presidents of the United States of 

America have been assassinated: it 
shows that, even now, at the present 
time, such great responsibility carries with 
it a considerable amount of danger. That, 

I think, was one of President Kennedy's 
great features: he took no heed of that, 
but, with considerable courage, charm 
and gaiety, went his way among the 
people, with this sad and tragic result 
that we are mourning this afternoon. 

I have no wish further to elaborate 
what has already been said a great deal 
better than I could say it, but I would 
just say that I feel that the future for 
us and for the rest of the world is 
considerably darker and more gloomy 
than it was last Friday. Finally, my 
Lords, I would associate noble Lords 
on these Benches with the deep sym¬ 
pathy which has been expressed to 
President Kennedy’s widow and his 
two young children, and. indeed, to the 
whole population of the United States 
of America, and to couple our good 
wishes for his successor. President 
Lyndon Johnson, who has taken over 
at such an appallingly difficult time. 

Thh Lord Archbishop of CANTER¬ 
BURY : My Lords, the shock of this 
tragedy has shown how President 
Kennedy, despite all divisions and dif¬ 
ferences, touched something universal in 
the human heart. Yesterday I met some 
schoolboys who had been putting their 
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pocket money together to send a wreath 
or a gift to some good cause to show 
their own grief and admiration. The 
shock has given to people of every 
country and every kind a new and vivid 
realisation of what sort of man they 
admire, and the sort of causes they care 
for. Kennedy: youthful, courageous, 
firm as a rock and infinitely patient, with 
a lovely family life around him—this 
was their man. Peace, freedom, part¬ 
nership of race—these are their 
longings. 

And so. my Lords, this tragedy, evoking 
in so many a new sense of our common 
humanity, can, by God’s providence, 
bring new resolves to go on with the 
task to which this great man gave 
himself. Would he wish for us anything 
other than that we should pay heed 
to Lincoln's words, spoken at the time 
of another tragedy in the world's his¬ 
tory?—I alter one phrase from the plural 
to the singular: 

“ It is for us. the living, rather to be dedicated 
here to the unfinished work that he has thus 
far so nobly advanced.” 

With these resolves, my Lords, we mourn 
one who has gone to be nearer the 
God in whom he believed, who served 
humanity in his life, and serves it still 
by the example that he has left. 

Earl ATTLEE: My Lords. I should 
like to add just a few words in support 
of what has been said by noble Lords 
opposite and on this side of the House 
regarding this terrible tragedy. We all 
feel it to be a double tragedy: first, a 
domestic tragedy to Mr. Kennedy's 
family and to his country; and. 
secondly, a world tragedy : because in 
the state of the world to-day it matters 
enormously who is the President of the 
United States of America. He is bound 
to have a leading part; and Mr. 
Kennedy nobly played that leading part. 
I recall a year or two ago having a long 
talk with him on world affairs. I 
admired his courage; I admired his 
broad humanity and his understanding. 
I felt that here we had a man fit to be a 
world leader in a world crisis. He has 
now gone from us, but he has left a 
great memory, f would only add my 
feeling, and the feeling of all of us, 
for a man who has this burden thrown 
upon him suddenly, Mr. Lyndon 
Johnson: we all wish him well and that 
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[Earl Aitlee.J 

he may give the leadership needed both 
to the United States of America and to 
the world. 

The Earl of AVON: My Lords, I 
desire only to add a few sentences to 
the eloquent tributes that have already 
been paid. I suppose that what makes 
this tragedy so poignant to each one of 
us is that the President’s life and service 
should have been cut off in this way, in 
mid-career. It is not for us to estimate 
the work he was doing for his own 
people at home ; but any observer of the 
international field could note that he was 
already putting the stamp of his own 
ideas and courage upon world events. 
When the crisis came he showed a firm¬ 
ness which was always tinged with 
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moderation, and he was able, wtMout 
weakness, to encourage tension between 
the nations to relax. These are very 
rare gifts of statesmanship, and it was 
reasonable for us to suppose that, as 
experience grew and his years advanced, 
he would be able increasingly to make 
that contribution to the service of man¬ 
kind. Now, most unhappily for us, all 
that is not to be. I can only join in the 
world mourning and most fervently wish 
to his successor God’s guidance in his 
task. 

On Question, Motion agreed to 
nemine dissentiente: The said Address to 
be presented to Her Majesty by the 
Lords with White Staves. 

House adjourned at four 
minutes before three o'clock. 
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PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
(TRIBUTES) 

3.32 p.m. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs (Mr. R. A. Butler) : May I have 
your leave, Mr. Speaker, and that of the 
House to move a manuscript Motion, a 
copy of which has been made available 
to you, Mr. Speaker, and which I will 
now read to the House in the following 
terms: 

That an humble Address be presented to Her 
Majesty praying Her Majesty to be graciously 
pleased to express to the President of the 
United States of America the shock and deep 
sorrow with which this House has learned of 
the death of President Kennedy ; and to convey 
their sense of the loss which this country and 
the Commonwealth have sustained, and their 
profound sympathy with Mrs. Kennedy and 
the family of the late President, and with 
the Government and the people of the United 
States of America, 

Mr. Speaker : As the House is aware, 
the Motion which the Foreign Secretary 
asks leave to move is a substantive one. 
According to the rules which bind me as 
well as the House, this Motion should 
have been placed on the Order Paper 
today to enable it to be moved tomorrow. 
On this occasion, however, T felt con¬ 
vinced that hon. Members would not wish 
to proceed with the ordinary business of 
the week without passing, at the earliest 
possible moment, an Address expressing 
our sympathy and to waive the Rules 
of the House to enable this to be done. 

Hon. Members : Hear, hear. 

Mr. Speaker : Being confident that this 
course is acceptable to the House, I cafi 
Mr. Butler. 

Mr. Butler : I feel sure that in moving 
this Motion in the absence of the Prime 
Minister. I shall have the support of all 
sections of opinion in the House. After 
the Motion has been disposed of, we 
propose to move the Adjournment of the 
House for today out of respect for the 
memory of the late President. 

I seek to express the sense of sorrow, 
of shock and of personal grief which is! 

I know, shared by hon. Members and 
bv the whole nation. The element of 
personal tragedy in this terrible calamity 
has moved the hearts of our people. Our 
first thoughts are with the late President’s 
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courageous widow, her children and the 
members of his family. We send them 
our heartfelt sympathy. That a life so 
vital and so young should be cut short 
seems harsh beyond the ordinary lot of 
man. But, at this moment, I invite the 
House to remember the qualities of one 
whose example is an inspiration to his 
successor and to all statesmen. 

I refer to his zest for life, his grasp 
of public affairs, his steadiness of judg¬ 
ment, his constancy of will, his en¬ 
thusiasm for high ideals, matched by a 
practical sense of the possible, and his 
persistent devotion to the duties of his 
high office. These talents, combined with 
other qualities of personality and 
character, gave him what seems, in re¬ 
trospect, an almost natural supremacy 
over others. These. Sir, are attributes 
manifest to us all, even to those of us 
like myself who did not know him so 
well as, for example, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Bromley (Mr. 
H. Macmillan), who. I am sure we are 
glad to see, is in the House and was 
one of his most intimate collaborators. 

It is not only horror at the act and 
the passing of a great President that 
move us ; but also the sense of grave 
loss which the world has sustained. I 
deliberately describe John Kennedy as 
great, for he was. above all, a man whose 
beliefs and actions had their effect every¬ 
where. This is, of course, true in some 
measure of all American Presidents in 
recent times. But under the leadership 
of President Kennedy, the American 
nation achieved a position of beneficent 
authority and influence which has never 
been surpassed. By his stature, he gave 
the United States a position in the 
councils of the world which was not 
only far-reaching in power, but dedi¬ 
cated in purpose and altruistic in 
direction. 

We grieve at his death because in all 
his purposes he strove for a world free 
of discord and at peace with itself to 
which men everywhere aspire, and none 
more fervently than the British people. 

I stress this above all, because his resolu¬ 
tion and judgment, in that supreme 
crisis just over a year ago. kept the 
peace for the free nations. 

President Kennedy’s ideals were never 
better expressed than in his inaugural 
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iif. that it is suggested that they are 
affording to their private patients facili¬ 
ties h? which they are not entitled? 

Mr. Barber: Of course, if any hon. 
MembeXknows of any case in which it 
is though the present machinery is 
being abused I will be only too happy 

to look intact. 

\ 

BUSIN ES^ OF THE HOUSE 

The Lord Privy Seal (Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd): In view\>f the proceedings 

which are to follow; and which affect 
the business announced for today, may 
I inform the House of the rearrangement 
of business for this weekr\ 

Tuesday, 26th Novej^er— Second 
Reading of the Police Bill. .. 

Remaining stages of the Keeya Inde¬ 
pendence, the Zanzibar. a*)d the 
Bahama Islands (Constitution) Bills. 

Motion on the Summertime Order. 

Wednesday, 27th November— Com¬ 
mittee and remaining stages of the 
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill. 

Thursday, 28th November —Second 
Reading of the Housing Bill, and Com- \ 
mittee stage of the Money Resolution. 


Motion on the Judicial Offices 
(Salaries) Order. y 

Friday, 29th November— Se/ond 
Reading of the Electricity and Gafi Bill, 
and Committee stage of the /Money 
Resolution. / 

Committee and remaining/stages of 
the Nigeria Republic Bill 

The business for Monday, 2nd Decem¬ 
ber, will be as announce 


BILL PRESENTED 
Public Works Loans 

Bill to make/further provision with 
respect to loan/^out of the Local Loans 
Fund, with respect to temporary bor¬ 
rowing by Wcal authorities in Scotland 
and with Respect to the re-borrowing 
powers iff. public authorities; to 
authorisi# an increase in the loans which 
may made to the Government of 
Northern Ireland; and for connected 
purposes ; presented by the Chancellor 
of >The Exchequer ; supported by Mr. 
Joble, Sir Keith Joseph and Mr. Boyd- 
farpenter; read the First time ; to be 
cead a Second time Tomorrow and to be 
inted. [Bill 18.] 


/ 


/ 
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ess. He spoke thus of the need to 
create 

“ a new world of law, where the strong are 
just and the weak secure and the peace pre¬ 
served for ever.” 

It is, perhaps, prophetic that the next 
words in that address were these: 

“AH this will not be finished in the first 
one hundred days. Nor will it be finished 
in the first one thousand days, nor in the life 
of this Administration, nor even perhaps in our 
lifetime on this planet. But”, 

he went on, 

“let us begin.” 

In this speech, the late President 
showed that his power of oratory could 
compare with the grandeur and im¬ 
mortal simplicity of the Gettysburg 
address. 

But he was cut off in his prime and 
before he was able to fulfil many of his 
most cherished dreams in home policy 
or in the field of foreign affairs. Yet, 
as the Psalmist said, though young “ he 
fulfilled long years.” His ascent to 
power in the United States brought 
promise not only for that great country, 
but for the world. It seemed as if a 
new chapter of hope was opening for 
the American Continent as well as for 
mankind. 

We are inspired, in considering this 
Motion, by a man of physical and moral 
courage, a man of exceptional intel¬ 
lectual capacity and drive, a man who 
brought the excitement of adventure 
into the life of his own nation and that 
of the world. He realised the necessity 
for the two divisions of the world to 
live together and that a situation 
dominated by nuclear power demands 
the vision and patience of real states¬ 
manship. For our part, we must remain 
a constant friend and partner and do 
all in our power to maintain the strength 
of the Alliance. We must press on to 
achieve the ideals which animated him 
and thus show that he has not lived in 
vain. 

After this tragic loss, we who are 
parliamentarians, both here and in other 
countries of the world, must see that this 
promise is not lost, that the light is 
not dimmed and that our sense of pur¬ 
pose is not stunned. We pray for the 
good health and sense of mission of the 
new President and pledge ourselves, with 
him, to the task of making life safer 
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and better for our generation and those 
still to come. 

I beg to move the Motion. 

Hon. Members: Hear, hear. 

3.40 p.m. 

Mr. Gordon Walker (Smethwick): In 
the absence in Washington of my right 
hon. Friend the Leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion. it falls to me to second the Motion. 
We are still so numbed by grief and sor¬ 
row at the murder of the man whom we 
mourn today that we cannot yet even 
begin to measure or weigh the great 
consequences that may or will flow from 
President Kennedy’s dreadful death. The 
void that has been left by his abrupt 
absence leaves us conscious only that we 
and the whole world have lost a leader. 

I cannot claim to have known the 
President well. I met and talked once 
with him for an hour or two. It was on 
his 46th birthday, his last birthday. I 
can vividly remember today everything 
he said. He was a man of immense 
lucidity. He argued cogently and fairly 
and he was one of the most persuasive 
men that I have ever encountered. But 
it was not the things he said that I most 
remember, but the man himself, his 
smile, his alert and probing mind, his 
electric energy, his assurance and, per¬ 
haps above all, his gaiety. 

What an incomparable man he was! 
In only two years and ten months of 
office, he imposed his personality and 
his policies upon the entire world. John 
Kennedy set himself to complete the task 
that had been begun by Abraham 
Lincoln, of reconciling the races in 
America. He showed the same clear¬ 
sighted courage. He showed the same 
proud disregard for anxious political 
calculations. Cut off as he has been in 
mid-career. President Kennedy’s assassi¬ 
nation may shock into shamed silence the 
bitter men who sought to frustrate his 
race policies. 

Like President Lincoln, President 
Kennedy was a man of healing, but 
President Kennedy’s stage, was. of 
course, immeasurably the larger. Lincoln 
sought to heal a rent and divided nation, 
but President Kennedy brought a touch 
of healing to a rent and divided world. 
He had the gift, given to few\ of em¬ 
bodying in himself the anxieties and the 
aspirations of a whole generation prac¬ 
tically the world over and particularly 
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[Mr. Gordon Waiktr.] 
of the young. He stood for new ideas, 
for modem art and culture and, above 
all. for harnessing science to the purposes 
of society. 

Our thoughts and our sympathy, 
which we cannot find words today to 
express, go out to his widow, who also 
gained the love of the world, and to 
their young children and to the other 
members of his family. Our heartfelt 
good wishes go to the new President, 
on whom has fallen the splendid mantle 
ot John Kennedy. Never before has a 
man been mourned like the late Presi¬ 
dent. While his death has caused 
anguish in the West, it evoked genuine 
grief in Russia, too. The reason for 
this common grief is that President 
Kennedy became the man whom the 
world, including I believe, the Russians, 
trusted to hold in his hand the thunder¬ 
bolt of nuclear power. 

3.45 p.m. 

Mr. Donald Wade (Huddersfield, 
West): In supporting this Motion, I am 
very conscious of the fact that it is no 
easy task for me to add anything new 
to the tributes which have been paid 
so movingly and so fittingly by the 
Foreign Secretary and the right hon. 
Member for Smethwick (Mr. Gordon 
Walker). 

This is not an occasion for merely 
observing the traditional proprieties. If 
one is to speak at all, one must speak 
from the heart. But perhaps I might 
follow the opening words of the Foreign 
Secretary and put it on record that the 
depth and sincerity of feeling, which 
has been so marked during the last three 
days throughout this country, has been 
common to people of all parties and of 
no parly. 

Like many hon. Members and mem¬ 
bers ot the general public, I was stunned 
when the news came through on Friday 
evening. I find it difficult to believe 
that this outstanding young man should 
have been struck down in this way. 
Although he had already reached the 
pinnacle of power, we assumed that 
there was still many years of public 
service ahead of him and much im¬ 
portant work still to be done. But it 
was not to be. His life was snuffed out 
in a tragedy of wanton violence. 

Yet I do not think that John Kennedy 
would want us to sentimentalise about 
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him. But we can pay tribute to his 
intellect, his enthusiasm and his courage, 
for example, his courage in trying to 
tackle the evils of race discrimination, 
and his honesty of purpose. He was 
certainly much more than a very able 
politician. I believe that it was John 
Bright who said that men were not 
great statesmen merely because they 
happened to fill great offices. That is 
true. High office brings out qualities 
in a man, but high office does not make 
those qualities. During the three years 
ol that extremely onerous office, John 
Kennedy had shown the qualities of 
statesmanship. More than that, he had 
shown himself to be a statesman whom 
the world could least afford to lose. 

There is another reason why everyone 
so genuinely mourns this loss, another 
reason for this depth and sincerity of 
feeling. To many people, John Kennedy 
represented the hope and promise of 
youth in a world yearning for peace. So 
we pray that the shock of his assassina¬ 
tion will not lead to a diminishing of 
that hope and that promise, but rather 
to a greater determination to achieve 
the aims that he wished to fulfil. 

Meanwhile, there is this deep sense 
of loss, of personal loss, as if one had 
lost a member of one’s family. As this 
is a personal occasion, perhaps it would 
not be out of place if I were to recall 
that on this same day of the assassina¬ 
tion two others lost their lives, a police¬ 
man and a security man. I know 
nothing about them. 1 do not know 
whether they have left widows and 
children. I only know that in their 
humble roles they were doing their duty 
and that in doing it they became part¬ 
ners in this tragic waste of life. 

l am very glad to have had this oppor¬ 
tunity of confirming the sympathy of 
the British people whom we all here 
represent, the sympathy for Mrs. 
Kennedy and her family in their deep 
sorrow and for the people of the United 
States in their anguish. 

3.50 p.m. 

Mr. Harold Macmillan (Bromley): 
With the permission of the House I 
would like to add a few words to the 
eloquent tributes to the memory of 
President Kennedy which have been 
paid on behalf of all the three great 
parties in our country. 
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A y right hon. Friend the Foreign 
Secretary, and the right hon. Member 
for Smethwick (Mr. Gordon Walker) and 
the hon. Member for Huddersfield, 
West (Mr. Wade), who followed, have 
expressed in moving phrases the sym¬ 
pathy which we in the House, aye, and 
the whole people of Britain, feel with 
the people of the United States at this 
tragic moment in their history. 

They have also made it abundantly 
clear that we here, and throughout the 
Commonwealth, share their sorrow to 
the full, for we do not merely mourn 
a grievous loss to the vigour and vitality 
of American public life ; we mourn a 
world statesman, to whose leadership, 
in these critical but inspiring days, all 
the peoples of the world, of whatever 
race, creed or colour, looked with confi¬ 
dence and hope. 

My only purpose in rising is to add 
a few sentences as a friend and, in a true 
sense, a colleague. For three years he 
and I worked in the closest association. 
Every few months we met—sometimes 
on British and sometimes on American 
soil—and in between we interchanged 
frequent messages and telephone talks. 
Anyone who knew the President could 
not fail to realise that behind the 
captivating charm of manner lay an 
immense fund of deeply pondered 
knowledge on a wide range of subjects 
—political, economic, military. He was 
one of the best-informed statesmen 
whom it has ever been my lot to meet, 
but he was altogether without pedantry 
or any trace of intellectual arrogance. 

The President was very fond of asking 
questions and trying to find out other 
people’s views. He was chary of giving 
his own opinion except after much re¬ 
flection and consideration. Admirably 
briefed as he always was by his staff, 
he never stuck slavishly to a brief. 
Unlike some men with whom discussion 
is often almost a formality, he was 
always ready to listen to and to be 
convinced by argument. In this way he 
brought to the baffling problems of today 
a remarkable freshness of mind and 
flexibility of approach. These were based 
upon his fundamental moral and mental 
integrity. 

President Kennedy was a man of the 
highest physical and moral courage, 
tested and proved in war and in peace. 
When things were difficult, almost 

3 C 29 


desperate, he was both resourceful and 
resolute. When things seemed a bit 
easier, he displayed a boyish and in¬ 
fectious delight which was irresistible. 
Although his career has been cut short 
so tragically, he will stand high even 
among the great names of great American 
Presidents. 

In this country we shall always re¬ 
member him as a sincere and loyal friend 
of Britain. To the whole world without 
distinction his life and words and 
actions were a constant inspiration. He 
did not regard it as a statesman’s duty 
to yield to public opinion, but to strive 
to lead it. Subjected to great pressures 
on many conflicting issues, he seemed 
sometimes to be almost a rather lonely 
figure, but always true to his own 
integrity and his own faith. What he 
said, he meant, and he did his best to 
accomplish. To him the words “ peace 
and progress M were not just a phrase 
for a peroration, but a living and burning 
faith. 

So it was, as has been said already, 
that when that terrible news came on 
Friday everyone in this country—and, I 
think, in every country—felt stunned by 
the shock of what seemed to us—to each 
one of us—a personal bereavement, and 
to the whole of humanity, struggling in 
this world of darkness, the sudden and 
cruel extinction of a shining light. 

We mourn for him and for his bereaved 
family, to whom we offer our respectful 
sympathy, and for all the American 
people; and we mourn him—and this is 
perhaps the greatest tribute to Jack 
Kennedy’s life and work—for ourselves, 
for what we and all the world have lost. 

Hon, Members: Hear, hear. 

3.56 p.m. 

Sir Thomas Moore (Ayr): As our 
revered Father of the House, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Woodford 
(Sir W. Churchill), will not be with us 
today, it falls to my lot to add a few 
words, however inadequate, on this so 
sorrowful occasion. Words are hard to 
find to deal with the tragedy that has 
befallen us all. It seemed only the other 
day that we were commemorating 
Remembrance Day and listening to the 
words: 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are 
left grow' old 
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President Kennedy 


25 NOVEMBER 1963 


{Tributes) 


[Sir T. Moore.] 

President Kennedy will no longer grow 
old. but though his body has gone from 
us his spirit will surely go marching on— 
that spirit which inspired him to fight 
with such vigour, gallantry, courage and 
determination against fear, suspicion and 
racial intolerance ; to fight with such sure 
and magnificent confidence that he was 
right, and to gain so much success—more 
than most of us believed possible. 

But there is one other person who is 
in all our thoughts today—that sweet, 
lovely and devoted young wife who was 
so suddenly bereaved, who has been flung 
from the summit of happiness, although 
she has had her sorrows already, to the 
very abyss of sorrow. Every heart in 
this country will beat in sympathy with 
her grief. She will be so sad and so 
lonesome now. There will be that con¬ 
tinuous ache in her heart and emptiness 
in her home which nothing can replace 
or fill. 

What can we do? It seems to me there 
is only one thing, which is to pray that 
God will give rest and peace to he who 
has gone ahead to the home that they 
will one day share again, and that that 
same God will be a constant strength 
to her during the inevitably lonely future 
she has here. 

3.59 p.m. 

Mr. William Yates (The Wrekin): By 
virtue of the fact that there must be 
many young people in this country who 
would like a word said today on their 
behalf, I want to speak because I am a 
father of an American citizen. This is 
a cause for much pride to me and to 
all those who cared for that citizen when 
he came into the world. I am also one 
of the hon. Members of this House who 
sat for a short time in the Senate and 
passed under the spell of John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. In fact, I voted in the Senate 
on that day. 

Now, after the shock of his death, as 
yesterday I can still hear the voices of 


the choir of Lichfield, in that wonderful 
cathedral—the lady of the vale. I can 
only repeat now, and recall, the words 
of the Bishop: 

“ We felt that he was a real friend in all the 
dangers of the world.” 

John Kennedy had an enchanting 
quality of attraction. He was a man of 
religious conviction, and a statesman 
who toiled unceasingly for freedom and 
justice. On behalf of my grieved and 
sorrowing constituency 1 ask you, Mr. 
Speaker, to convey to the American 
Government and to the American people 
our tragic sense of anguish and regret 
at the loss of this beloved American. 

Sir, in our Churches the people will 
pray for his family. In our schools and 
our technical colleges the young people 
will always remember this day. As our 
people work in the fields and the coal 
mines and on the factory floor they will 
say to themselves, “ He struggled against 
envy, hate and violence. He knew that 
which was right. He died: Christ’s 
faithful soldier to the end.” 

I need say no more. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente. 

That an humble Address be presented to 
Her Majesty praying Her Majesty to be 
graciously pleased to express to the President 
of the United States of America the shock 
and deep sorrow with which this House has 
learned of the death of President Kennedy; 
and to convey their sense of the loss which 
this country and the Commonwealth have 
sustained, and their profound sympathy with 
Mrs. Kennedy and the family of the late 
President, and with the Government and the 
people of the United States of America. 

To be presented by Privy Councillors 
or Members of Her Majesty’s 
Household. 

Adjournment 

Resolved, That this House do now 
adjourn.— [Mr. Red mayne.] 

Adjourned accordingly at two minutes 
past Four o’clock. 
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Programme for Monday, November 25th 


■ 




The Funeral Services for President John F, Kennedy 
Dress_: Formal morning clothes, silk hat and decorations. 


10.45 a.m. H.R.H. Prince Philip Duke of 

Edinburgh and the Prime Minister 
leave the Residence for the 
White House 


11.00 - H.R.H. Prince Philip and the 

11.15 a.m. Prime Minister join other 

dignitaries assembling at the 
White House preparatory to 
accompanying Mrs. Kennedy and 
Family on the walk from the 
White House to the Cathedral. 
The procession will walk in the 
following order: 


The President 
Chiefs of State, Heads of 
Government and Chiefs of 
Special Delegations, Including 
H.R.H. Prince Philip and the 

Prime Minister 
The Chief Justice 
Former Presidents 
Justices of the Supreme Court 
Members of the Cabinet 
Congressional Leadership 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Personal Assistants to 
President Kennedy 
Close friends 


11.15 a.m. H.M. Ambassador, Lady Ormsby Gore 
and Lady Douglas-Home leave the 
Residence for St. Matthew's Cathedral# 
(to be seated by 11.45.) 


11.15 a.m. The Duke and Duchess of Devonshire 

leave the Residence for St. Matthew '3 
Cathedral. 


To be Mr. Harold Wilson and Mr. J. Grimond 

arranged drive to St. Matthew's Cathedral to 
arrive by 11.45. 


12.00 noon 


Pontifical 
Cathedral. 


Low Mass at St. Matthew's 


After the Service 


H.R.H. Prince Philip, the Prime 
Minister, H.M. Ambassador and 
others attending the Service drive 
to Arlington National Cemetery f*r 
the interment. 
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After the Interment 

H.R.H. Prince Philip, the Prime 
Minister and H.M. Ambassador 
drive via the Embassy to the 
State Department for reception 
for visiting Delegations given by 
the President of the United States. 

Lady Douglas-Home, Lady Ormsby Gore 
and the Duke and Duchess of 
Devonshire return to the Residence. 

Departure of H.R.H. Prince Philip 

5.^5 p.m. 


7.00 p.m. 


8.00 p.m. 


H.R.H. Prince Philip, the Prime 
Minister and H.M. Ambassador leave 
the State Department for Andrews 
Air Force Base (via the White House). 

H.R.H. takes off for New York. 

The Prime Minister and H.M. Ambassador 
return to the Residence. 

H.R.H. Prince Philip leaves New York 
for London. 
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Administrative Programme for the Ceremonies on 

November 25 


Drive to St. Matthew's Cathedral 


10.45 a.m. 


11.15 a.m. 


H.R.H. Prince Philip and the Prime Minister, 
and possibly H.M. Ambassador, leave Residence 
in H.M. Ambassador's Rolls Royce (Hurley) for 
South-West Gate of the White House. 

H.R.H. will be accompanied by Squadron Leader 
Checketts. Inspector Mayer and an American 
security officer will ride in the front of the 
car. After Prince Philip and the Prime 
Minister have entered the White House the 
American Police will number the car which 
should then drive straight to St. Matthew's 
Cathedral. Squadron Leader Checketts, 
Inspector Mayer and the American officer will 
remain with the car. 

H.M. Ambassador, Lady Ormsby Gore and 
Lady Douglas-Home leave Residence in 
Cadillac (Ball) for St. Matthew's Cathedral. 
Inspector Toogood and an American security 
officer will ride in the front of the 
Cadillac which will wait at St. Matthew's 
Cathedral. 

The Duke and Duchess of Devonshire, 
accompanied by Mr. C.H.D. Everett, will 
leave the Residence in a Ford Zephyr (Cogar) 
for St. Matthew's Cathedral. The car and 
Mr. Everett will wait at St. Matthew's 
Cathedral. 

Mr. Harold Wilson and possibly Mr. J. Grimond 
will be picked up from their respective 
places of residence by a Ford Zepher (Hallas) 
at a time to be notified later and will 
drive, accompanied by Mr. Patrick Wright, 
to St. Matthew's Cathedral. The car and 
Mr. Wright will remain at St. Matthew's 
Cathedral. 


Drive to Arlington National Cemetery 


11,15 a.m. 


A.M. 


2.00 p.m. 


After the Service, H.R.H. Prince Philip, the 
Prime Minister and Lady Douglas-Home, 
accompanied by Squadron Leader Checketts, 
will drive to Arlington National Cemetery 
in H.M. Ambassador's Rolls Royce. Inspector 
Mayes and the American Security Officer will 
remain in the front of the car. The car 
will take its place in the procession to the 
Cemetery with the cars of other Chiefs of 
State, Heads of Government and Chiefs of 
Special Delegations, behind the cars of the 
President and his party and in front of the 
cars of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

/ The car 
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The car will wait at the Cemetery and Squadron Leader 
Che Checketts, Inspector Mayer and the American Security 
Officer will wait with it. 

H.M. Ambassador and Lady Ormsby Gore will drive 
in the Cadillac (Ball) to Arlington National 
Cemetery. The car will take its place at the end 
of the procession with but after the cars of close 
friends of the family. Inspector Toogood and an 
American security officer will ride in the front and 
remain with the car, which will wait at the Cemetery . 

The Duke and Duchess of Devonshire will drive to 
Arlington National Cemetery in the Ford Zephyr (Ccgar) 
and will take its place in the procession after 
H.M. Ambassador's car. Mr. Everett will remain with 
the car, which will wait at the Cemetery. 

Mr. Harold Wilson and Mr. J. Grimond will drive 
in the Ford Zephyr (Hallas) tc Arlington National 
Cemetery. The car will wait at the Cemetery and 
Mr. Wright will remain in it. 

After the Interment 

^•00 H.R.H. Prince Philip, the Prime Minister and 

p.m. H.M. Ambassador will drive via the Embassy to the 

State Department (c Street Entrance) in H.M. Ambass¬ 
ador's Rolls Royce (Hurley), for the reception given 
by the President of the United States. Squadron 
Leader Checketts will accompany them. Inspector 
Mayer and the American security officer will ride in 
front. 

Lady Douglas-Home and Lady Ormsby Gore will 
return to the Residence in the Cadillac (Ball). 

The Duke and Duchess of Devonshire will return 
to the Residence in the Ford Zephyr (Cogar). 

Mr. Harold Wilson and Mr. Grimond will be taken 
in their Ford Zephyr (Hallas) to their respective 
residences. 

5.50 Mr. James Macdonald, accompanied by Mr. Everett, 

p.m. will leave with two station wagons (Peacock and Meldrum) 
for MATS terminal at Andrews Air Force Base to take 
the baggage of H.R.H. Prince Philip and party. 

5.^5 H.R.H. Prince Philip, accompanied by the Prime 

p.m. Minister and H.M. Ambassador, leave the State 

Department in H.M. Ambassador's Rolls Royce (Hurley) 
for Andrews Air Force Base. They will be 
accompanied by Squadron Leader Checketts. 

Inspector Mayer and an American security officer will 
ride in front. 

7.00 After His Royal Highness has departed, the Prime 

p.m. Minister and H.M. Ambassador return to the Residence 
in H.M. Ambassador's Rolls Royce. An American 
security officer will ride in front. 

Mr. Everett returns separately with the baggage 

cars. 
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FUNERAL SERVICES OF 
THE LATE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 


The following general account of the probable 
arrangements for the ceremonies on the day of the 
funeral of the late John F. Kennedy may be of some use. 

The body of the late President will lie in state 
from 9.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.rn. At 11.00 a.m. the body 
will depart the Capitol on the horse drawn carriage 
in a military procession followed immediately by 
an automobile carrying Mrs. John F. Kennedy and the 
Attorney General. When the procession has pas^ect the 
White House it will pause. The caisson will enter 
the North East Gate of the White House and go to the 
North Portico, followed by Mrs. Kennedy and the 
Attorney General. They will leave their automobile 
at this point and will follow the caisson from the 
White House to St. Matthew's Cathedral via Connecticut 
Avenue on foot. Mrs. Kennedv and members of the 
family will be followed on foot from the White 
House by: 

The President 

Chiefs of State, Heads of Government and 
Chiefs of Special Delegations 
The Chief Justice 
Former Presidents 
Justices of the Supreme Court 
Members of the Cabinet 
Congressional Leadership 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Personal Assistants to President Kennedy 
Close friends. 

His Royal Highness Prince Philip The Duke of Edinburgh 
and the Prime Minister will be in this procession. Those 
not in the procession will go directly to the Cathedral 
and be in their places at approximately 11.45 a.m. 
Admission is by invitation only. Her Majesty's Ambassador 
and Lady Ormsby Gore will attend and possibly also 
Mr. Harold Wilson and Mr. Joseph Grimmond. 

Upon the conclusion of the ceremonies at the 
Cathedral, those attending the Mass/enter their cars 
and join the procession from the Cathedral to Arlington 
National Cemetery in the following order of precedence: 

Mrs. Kennedy and Members of the immediate family 
The President and his Party 

Chiefs of State, Heads of Government and Chiefs 
of Special Delegations 
The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
Dean of the Diplomatic Corps 
Justices of the Supreme Court 
Members of the Cabinet 

/Leadership 
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Leadership of the Senate 

Governors of the States and Territories 

Leadership of the House of Representatives 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Personal Staff of President Kennedy 

Close friends of the family 


funeral 


been invited 


After the interment ceremonies at Arlington 
Cemetery the President will hold a Reception at the 
State Department for Heads of Delegations and two 
others from the Delegation. This will be attended 
by Hi3 Royal Highness, the Prime Minister and Her 
Majesty's Ambassador. The remainder of those who 
were present at the interment will return direct to 
Washington. 


Edinburgh will 


Royal Highness Prince Philip 


Duke 


early evening. 


Washington 


York 


London 
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FROM BONN E) FOREIGN OFFICE 




En Clair 


Sir F.Roberts 
No,1267 

November 25, 1963 
PRIORITY 


K3REIGN OFFIC E AMR 
W HITEHALL DISTRIBUTION 

D, 6,21. p,m. November 25, 1963 
R, 6.33 p.m. November 25, 1963 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 126/ of NQvem b_eiT^5 
Repeated for information Saving to: Washington Moscow 

Par: s Rome 


U.IE Del.NATO Brussel: 

The Hague Berlin 

Luxembourg 


President Kennedy's Death. 


This man was a great President. In him the German people have 
lost a loyal friend, whose word counted. In three years he restored 
to the West the self-confidence it needs to meet the dangers of 
existence. His life stood as a symbol that Communism is 
conquerable. He sought a balance with the Soviet Union but always 
remained the reliable defender of freedorn and security, 

2. These words, and others of more personal tribute, were 
Chancellor Erhard's leave-taking of President John F.Kennedy. 

They are echoed throughout the Federal Republic and even more 
strongly in Berlin. There is deep emotion and popular sorrow. 

After the President's visit last summer it is as though each 
individual has lost a friend; the full measure of the confidence 
placed in him can only now be taken. There is, too, regret that “this 
should have happened just when Chancellor Erhard's visit to 
Washington should have inaugurated a period of more complete 
accord between Bonn and Washington. 

3. But already, among the mourning for the personal tragedy 
and for the loss of a great leader (this man, says one editorial, 
was our President too), voices are to be heard asking what oi the 
future. Perhaps it is in Berlin - where tens of thousands joined 
in public mourning - that the instinctive reaction is sharpest, 
for President Kennedy’s personal pledge had convinced the people 
that their defence was sure. Although President Johnson visited 
Berlin after the wall and entertained Adenauer successfully in 
Texas, as is remembered by officials, this has been overlooked in 
public reactions, where it is being asked: "Would another than 
Kennedy stand so firmly?" In Bonn, too, there is private 

/questioning: 


■ 
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Bonn telegram No.1267 to Foreign Office 




2 , 

questioning: Has Johnson the strength and determination of a 
Kennedy? Will domestic questions now take first place in 
America? What effects v/ill the murder have on internal politics? 
Will the change in ..lnerican leadership present de Gaulle, now the 
most experienced and dominant personality in the Western alliance, 
with new arguments? What will Moscow's reaction he? 

The answers so far given to such questions seek to 
reassure. Precisely because President Johnson has had little to 
with external matters, he will rely on his experienced advisors 
and foreign policy will change least (Deutsche Zeitung and Neue 
Rhein Zeitung). The Government spokesman expressed full confidence 
that President Johnson would continue President Kennedy's policy 
in the same manner. Chancellor Erhard promised "we v/ill stand 
faithful beside the American people in good days as in bad". 

But judgment is at present suspended on the question whether 
President Johnson will show the same firm style in foreign policy 
as his predecessor. He is being treated as an unknown quantity, 
whose performance will be closely scrutinized in the Federal 
Republic. 

Foreign Office please pass Saving to Washington 516, Paris 5M5, 
United Kingdom Delegation NATO 195, Moscow 2M3, Romo 23 7 , 

Brussels 225, The Hague 222,., Luxembourg 194-. 

[Repeated as requested] 
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FROM MOSCOW TO FOREIGN OFFICE 



Cypher/OTP FOREIGN OFFICE I.ND 

ffUITEIi'.LL DISTRIBUTION 

Sir H.Trevelyan 

No.241-0 D. 3.15 p.m. November 25, 1963 

November 25, 1963 R. 3.53 p.m. November 25, 1963 

PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.2440 of November 25 

Repeated for information to: Washington 

Paris 

Bonn 

U.K.Del.NATO. 

President Kennedy. 

President Kennedy's assassination and its aftermath have 
been given very extensive and largely factual coverage by the 
Soviet Press, radio and television. 

2. Reports and commentaries have reflected the view that 
a senseless act has deprived the world of a progressive 
statesman for whom the Soviet Government and people had high 
respect. 

3. Political gloss on otherwise factual reporting has so 
far been confined to: 

(I) The prominence given by Pravda of November 25 to 
statement by the United States Communist Party 
rejecting allegations that Oswald has links with 
the Party; 

(II) The headline "the ultras cover their tracks" over an 
otherwise factual report in the same issue of 
Oswald's murder. 

(III) A short Pravda commentary on American Press 
reactions describing the assassination as an act 
of the "extreme right-wing forces which arc 
acting against the interests of the American 
people". 

Foreign Office please pass routine to Washington 377 > 

Paris 146, Bonn 139, and U.K.Delegation NATO 133. 

[Repeated as requested] 

CONFIDE NTIAL 
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FROM HAVANA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


En Clair 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND 
WHITEHALL BISTRIBI m ON 


Mr.Watson 
No. 8,05 

November 25, 1963 


B. 9.50 a.m. November 25, 1963 
R. 7.20 p.m. November 25, 1963 


DMEDIATE 

^daressed to Foreign Office telegram No.81.5 of November 25 
Repeated lor information to: Washington 

Kennedy assassination. Dr.Castro’s long television address 
of Saturday evening was mainly devoted to disclaiming all 
connexion with Oswald or President Kennedy's assassination, which 
he said boded ill for Cuba and for peace and served the interests 
only of the extremist right-wing. 

i. Though there is no official mourning, there is a 
universal feeling that as Castro said "this news is grave and 
bad". 


ADVANCE COPIES: 

Private Secretary 
Sir K.Caccia 
Sir G.Karrison 
Mr.Crawford 

Hoad of American Department 
Head of News Department 
Resident Clerk 
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DAY 


XL 


- November 


*1 Qf 


Premier attends Mass 
in packed cathedral 


The Prime Minister, Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home, knelt in West¬ 
minster Cathedral yesterday as 
hundreds of Roman Catholic 
worshippers passed him to take 
Communion at the close of a 
Requiem Mass for the late Presi¬ 
dent Kennedy. 

Sir Alec had arrived a few 
moments before the serv ice started 
to take his place at the head of 
the congregation in a wooden stall 
draped with red velvet. 

The Mass was offered by Mgr. 
Gordon Wheeler. Administrator of 
the Cathedral, assisted by Auxiliary 
Bishop Craven. 

About 5,000 worshippers — 
obviously many of them non- 
Catholics—crowded into the Cathe¬ 
dral for the service. Some knelt 
in small chapels to the side of the 
nave, and others stood at the back 
and around the main doorways. 

It was a varied congregation 
with head-scarved women clutch¬ 
ing shopping bags, a scattering of 


nuns, and Press cameramen break¬ 
ing the long silences with the 
click of their shutters. 

After the 45-minute service, the 
American and British National 
Anthems were played and the huge 
congregation flowed out into the 
streets around Victoria, led by a 
tense-faced Prime Minister. 
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COPY NO. 




En Clair 


FROM ATHENS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


P R I S E C 


Sir R. Murray 
No. 712 

November 21, 1963 


D. 8.37 a.m. November 24, 1963 
R. 8.43 a.m. November 24, 1963 


IMMEDIATE 


The Queen of the Hellenes accompanied by Deputy Prime 
Minister, M. Sophocles Venzelos,will fly to London today by 
OA409 E.T.A. 1700 hours en route for Washington where they 
will attend President Kennedy* s funeral. They will leave by 
Panam 001 E.T.D. 1830 hours for New York. 


[Copies sent to No. 10, Downing Street.] 


xxxxx 
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FuREIGN SECRETARY 


H HIIV*. B i vl i NI ST £ n S 

PERSONAL MINUTE 

OPWIAL N .n z^/63 . 


I think that a Memorial Service for President 
Kennedy should be arranged at a very early date. 

On the precedent of the Service for President 
Roosevelt it ought to take place within a week of his 
death if possible. on that occasion the Service 
was held at St. Paul's Cathedral and I think this 
would again be appropriate. I should be grateful 
if the Foreign Office in conjunction with the Home 
Secretary could make the necessary arrangements. 

I am sending a copy of this minute to the 
Home Secretary. 


ALEC DOUGLAS - HOME 


November 23. 1965 . 
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A* 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Cypher/OTP 


FROM BOM TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND 
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION 


D. 12.30 p.m. November 23, 1963 
R. 12.34 p.m. November 23, 1963 


Sir F. Roberts 
No. 1255 

November 23, 1963 

BTBDLiTE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Addressed to Foreign Of f ice telegram No, 1253 of* November 23 , 
Repeated for information to : 


at 


ashington 


President Kennedy's Death. 

State Secretary Carstens told me this morning that the 
Chancellor's working visit to Washington had, of course, been 
postponed. There was, however, a possibility of his going to the 
funeral. This, I gathered, depended upon iimerican wishes and 
arrangements. I have also heard that another possibility might 
be for President Luebke, now on his way back to Bonn from Manila, 
to go to Washington himself. 

Foreign Office please pass Washington No. 319. 

[Repeated as requested] 

ADVANCE COPIES TO: 


Sir J. Coulson 
Head of Western Department 
Head of Protocol Department 
Head of News Department 
Resident Clerk. 


DDDD 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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COPY NO 


FROM WASHING 1 ? N TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


En Clair 


P R I S E C 


Sir D. ormsby Gor; 
Ho, 3659 

November 23, 1963 


D. 11.31 p.m. November 23, 1963 
R. 11.48 p.m. November 23, 1 963 


IMMEDIATE 


For De Zulueta from Everett. 

State Department have just informed us that dress for 
ceremony on November 23 is morning dress with silk hat and 
decorations. They thought that it would not be amiss if His 
Royal Highness Prince Philip wished to wear naval uniform. 

In accordance with our telephone conversation you may wish to 
suggest His Royal Highness brings both forms of dress. 


[Copies sent to No. 10, Downing Street.] 


xxxxx 
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COPY NO 


RESTRICTED 


FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Cypher/OTP 


PRISEC 


Sir D, Ormsby Gore 


No, 3658 

November 23, 1963 


D: 11,1-1 p.m. November 23, 1963 
R: 11.53 P.m. November 23, 1963 


IMMEDIATE 


RESTRICTED 

Your telegram No. 



President Kennedy. 


Official instructions at present are that no flowers 
or wreaths should be sent. We should however be grateful 
for card and ribbon in case instructions change. 


[Copies sent to No, 10 Downing Street], 


UU 


R ESTRIC TED 


Catalogue Reference:prem/11/4582 


Image Reference:! 


© Crown Copyright 
























The National Archives' reference PREM 11/4582 







Lord Chamberlain's Office, 


ST James’s Palace. S. W. 1. 


The Queen Commands that the Court shall 
wear Mourning aot Or.e Week from this day for 
the late Honourable John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 
President of the United States of America. 

The Court to go out of Mourning on 
Saturday, the 30th November. 


23rd November, 1963 . 
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RESTR ICTED Copy No 


FROM FO REIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


Cyphcr/OTP 


PRISEC 




N o, 115 02 


November 23, 1963 


D. 9*35 p.m. November 23, 1963 


I: HEDIATS 


RESTRICTED 


Presid ent Kennedy 

The band of the Black Watch, v/ho we understand played 
at the Whito Bouse at President Kennedy 1 s request last week, 
are at present on a commercial tour of the United States 
organised by Hr, Sol Hurok of Fifth Avenue, York, They 
are now alleged to be in Knoxville, Tennessee, 

2, General Sir Yfilliam Turner, G.O.C. Scottish Command, 
and General Lord Arbuthnot, Colonel of the Black Watch, have 
suggested to Sir Philip de Zulueta that it might be a irloudly 
gesture to offer to make the band available to participate in Uia 
funeral ceremonies in Washington on Monday, 

3. There are practical difficulties in the way of this 
proposal: the cost and feasibility of moving the band to 
Washington in time, and the question of whether Mr. Hurok would 
agree to this departure from the agreed commercial tour. But 
the chief consideration is naturally whether the United States 
authorities would welcome the offer and could fit the band into 
their arrangements at this late stage, 

A. We do not wish to risk embarrassing the Americans and 
incline in all the circumstances not to pursue the matter 
further. But we should be glad for your views. 

[Copies sent to No, 10 Downing Street]. 


HHHHH RESTRICTED 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


COPY NT). 


Cypher/t)TP 


m.U FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


P R I S E C 


No. 11500 
Noveiriber 23, 1963 


D. 8.i(.5 p.m. Nove mber 23, 1963 


IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

President Kennedy. 

If it would be appropriate for a wreath to be sent by 
The Queen and Prince Philip please procure one. Prince’s 
Equerry will bring a card and a length of royal ribbon in case 
of need. 

2. After representation is performed please telegraph 
emergency to Foreign Office for Lord Chamberlain for 
inclusion in Court Circular. It is important to get 
designation of Cathedral and of the service precisely correct. 


[Copies sent to No. 10, Downing Street.] 


xxxxx 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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foreign secretary 


PRIME MINISTER’S 
PERSONAL MINUTE 

SERIAL Ho.T X.-Zff (k 3 


I think that a Memorial Service for President 
Kennedy should be arranged at a very early date, 
on the precedent of the Service for President 
Roosevelt it ought to take place within a week of his 
death if possible. on that occasion the Service 
was held at St. Paul's Cathedral and I think this 


would again be appropri&t . 
if the Foreign office :or 
Secretary could make . ec< 


I am sendi 
Home Secretary 


.f 


T should be grateful 
Lion with the Home 
• arrangements, 
to the 


ALEC DOUGLAS *H«ne 


November 23 
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4 PM. JK 1060 CL 


4.^0 PM. PRESIDENT JOHNSON MAY MEET SIR ALEC . 

WASHINGTON, SATURDAY: 

THE POSSIBILITY OF A MEETING HERE BETWEEN PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON AND SIR ALEC DOUGLAS - HOME , THE BRITISH PRIME 
MINISTER, EARLY NEXT WEEK IS BEING EXPLORED , DIPLOMATIC 
COURCES SAID TODAY. 

DOI $* WH0 ,S TW FLY WASHINGTON WITH 
PRINCE PHILIP TO ATTEND THE FUNERAL SERVICE FOR PERSIBENT 

KENNEDY ON MONDAY, TENTATIVELY PLANS TO REMAIN UNTIL 
TUESDAY. 

DIPLOMATIC SOURCES EMPHASISED THAT THERE WERE NO 
DEFINITE PLANS FOR A TALK BETWEEN THE NEW PRESIDENT 
AND SIR ALEC, BUT THE GENERAL BELIEF AMONG DIPLOMATS 
WAS THAT BOTH WOULD WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY FOR A GET - 
ACQUAINTED MEETING IF IT PROVED FEASIBLE AND WAS ACCEPTABLE 
PRINCE PHILIP AND SIR ALEC ARE TENTATIVELY EXPECTED 
TO ARRIVE TOMORROW NIGHT CAT 02J0 GMT MONDAY) 

BOTH WILL STAY AT THE BRITISH EMBASSY. 

INFORMED SOURCES SAID THE DUKE WAS EXPECTED TO FLY 
BACK TO BRITAIN SOON AFTER THE REQUIEM MASS AT ST. 

MATTHEWS CATHEDRAL. 
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FROM NEW Y ORK, TO . FOFlilIG N. OFFICE 
(United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations) 


En Clair 


FOREI GN OFFICE AND 
WUI'IEILiLL DISTRIBUTION 


Sir P. Dean 


No a 2090 

November 22, 1963 
PRIORITY 


D. 12,33 a.m, November 23, 1963 
R, 1*55 a,n. November 23, 1963 


Address ed to Fore ign Office., tel e gram. N o, 2090 of. November 22 . 
Repeated for information to: Washington 

Programme of work at the United Nations, 

Owing to the death of President Kennedy the following 
alterations are being made in the plans for next week, 

(A) It is planned, but is not completely certain, that the morning 
of Monday, November 25 will be devoted to a plenary session 
at which tributes will be made to the late President by the 
President of the Assembly and the Vice-President together 
with spokesmen for the geographical groups, I will be 
speaking quite shortly as a Vice-President and you will no 
doubt let me know if there are any particular points which 
you would wish me to include, 

(B) United Nations committees scheduled for Monday afternoon 
will meet as planned, 

(C) I have, with the approval of the other permanent members, 
cancelled the meeting of the Security Council planned for 
Monday afternoon, and v/ill be consulting at the beginning 
of next week about fixing another date, 

(D) Owing to suspension of v/ork today in the Fourth Committee, 
the question of Oman will now probably not begin until 
Y/ednesday November 27* 


+++++ 
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That an humble Address be presented to 
Her kajeety praying Her Uajesty to be 
graciously pleased to express to the 
President of the United States of America 
the shock and deep sorrow with which this 
House has learned of the death of 
President Kennedy; and to convey their 
sense of the lose which this country and 
the ComiAonwea 1 th have sustained, and 
their profound sympathy with Mrs .Kennedy 
and the family of the late President, and 
with the Government and people of the 
United States of America* 

2,3.(I . 



\ 


_____ J. ,/JJj 
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PRe,$3 ft or ice 

Subject to the wiehee of the House the following Is the 
suggested order of business for Monday, 25th November 

The House will sit at 2 .>0 p.a. 

After Questions there will be a short Business 

Statement on the re-arrangement of Business for 
the week* 

Thereafter leave of Mr. Speaker will be Bought to aove 


a manuscript Kotion in the following terms:— 

"That an hiusble Audreea be presented to 
Her Majesty praying Her Majesty to be 
graciously pleased to express to the 
President of the United States of America 
the shock and deep sorrow with which this 
House has learned of the death of 
Presiuent Kennedy* and to convey their 
e< iise oi the loss which this country and 
the Commonwealth have sustained, and 
their profound sympathy with Mrs. Kennedy 
and the family of the late President, and 
with the tiovernaent and people of the 
United States of America." 


It is proposed that the house will adjourn so soon 
tills Motion is disposed of. 


It may be lor the immediate convenience of Members to know 
that it will be proposed in the Business Statement that the 
.oubing Bill should oe taken on Thursday, 2 oth November. 








2Jrd ^ove aber. ls>6S 


L_ 
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TOP SECRET 


Copy No 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


Cypher/OTP 


PRISEC 


No. 11474 


November 23, 1963 


D. 1.25 p.m. November 23, 1963 


EMERGENCY 
TOP SECRET 


My immediately pr telegram 



Following personal for Ambassador from de Zulueta. 

The Prime Minister will, of course, wish to have some talk 
with President Johnson although he realises that this is bound to 
be short and could only involve a preliminary exchange of views. 

We assume that it would be impossible to arrange this before the 
funeral but may be possible sometime that day or November 26. 

We are therefore provisionally planning for the Prime Minister to 
return to this country on Tuesday, November 26, leaving after lunch 
Washington time. If however seme slight further delay in 
Washington would make all the difference to the chances of seeing 
the President, the Prime Minister would be disposed to delay his 
departure slightly. 

Alien you are talking to the administration about this the 
Prime Minister would be grateful if you would emphasise that he 
would, of course, entirely understand that in the circumstances 
he could only have the shortest of talks with the new President. 

For your information, however, the Prime Minister does feel that 
it might look odd if he came to Washington and did not have any 
time with the President at all. 

[Copies sent to No. 10 Downing Street] 


TOP SECRET 
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TOP SECRET Copy No.... 

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO W AS HINGTON 

Cypher/OTP prisec 

No. 11173 

November 23, 1963 D. 1.15 p.m. November 23, 1963 

EMERGENCY 

TOP SECRET 

Your telegram No. 3656 (of November 22: President Kennedy's 
funeral)* 

The Prime Minister has now definitely decided to come him¬ 
self to President Kennedy’s funeral in ?/ashington at noon on 
Monday, November 25. His party at present includes Lady 
Douglas-Home, Sir Timothy Bligh, Sir Harold Evans, Sir Philip 
de Zulueta and three young ladies and a detective* 

In addition The Queen will certainly be specially represented 
and The Queen’s representative v/ill travel in the Prime Minister's 
aircraft* It is possible that The Queen will ask Prince Philip* 
to go. We will let you know as soon as possible what The Queen 
decides. 

The Prime Minister’s party will travel by speoial B.O.L.C. 
aircraft leaving London at 5.00 p.m. London time tomorrow, Sunday, 
November 24. We v/ill inform you of exact time of arrival as 
soon as possible but this is likely to be about 9.30 p,m. 
Washington time. 

You should now inform the United States Government of these 
plans. We would aim to make a public announcement as soon as it 
is clear that the Americans have no objection. Please telephone 
or telegraph emergency as soon as you know this. 

We presume that you will be able to arrange accommodation 
for the party. 

Please see my immediately following telegram. 


[Copies sent to No.10 Downing Street] 

++ 4 * 4 *+ 

TOP SECRET 
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There is no clear news yet about the Presidents 
funeral in the United States. The latest information 
available from the American Embassy and passed to Sir 
Martin Charteris is that there will be a Pontifical 
High Mass at St. Matthews Cathedral, Washington 
at 12 noon on Monday, Washington time. There had 
been some talk of a funeral in Boston but it was not 
known for certain whether this would be a family 
service more than a nationwide service. It seemed 
almost certain that the ceremony at which The Queen 
and the Government should be represented was the 
Pontifical High Mass on Monday. 


November 25. 1965 . 
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/Jo i £ rQ& $ C) 


icL 


Mr. hougfrH Malcolm rang me about representation at 
President Kennedy's funeral. 

He had been in touch with the Palace. It seemed 
possible that Prince Philip would go to the funeral to 
represent The ^ueen. If not Prince Philip it was possible 
it would be the Duke of Norfolk (subsequently Sir Martin 


Charteris told me thatjit was not Prince Philip it would 
be the Lord Chamberlain). 

The Foreign Secretary thought that if Prince Philip 
represented The ^ueen, someone like Lord Carrington should 
represent the Government and Sir Harold Caccia should be 
the official element. If The ^ueen was not represented 
by Prince Philip, then the Foreign Secretary thought that 
the Ministerial representation should be stepped up. I 
told Mr. Malcolm that I thought it almost certain that 
the Prime Minister would be going himself whatever 
arrangements were made about the other representatives. 

Mr. Malcolm told me that he would make arrangements 
to call on the Ambassador and formally offer all help and 
assistance to the Ambassador in laying on Memorial Services. 

I said that this did not conflict with anything we were 
doing. 

Subsequently Mr. Hewitt rang me up and told me that 
following talks he had had with the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Sir Michael Adeane and Sir Burke Trend it had been arranged 
that a National Service of Commemoration would be held 
on a date to be announced; and that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury would issue an injunction to the clergy to 
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- 2 - 

make suitable provision in their Services on Sunday, 
November 24 to commemorate President Kennedy. Mr. Hewitt 
had passed all this information on to Mr. Malcolm and 
would tell the American Ambassador. 


November 25. 1965 . 
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Cyphcr/eTP 


PRISEC 


Sir D. Ormsby Gore 


No. 365 0 


November 22, 1963 


D„ 2.46 a.m. November 23, 1963 
R. 3.10 a.m. November 23, 1963 


EMER GENCY 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Your telegram No. 11 



Following for De Zulueta from ambassadore 

according to reports, which I have not yet been able to 
confirm, a requiem mass for President Kennedy will be held in. 
Washington at 12 noon on November 25, but the funeral may be in 
Boston. No date or detailed arrangements for this have yet been 
announced. I will telegraph with advice as soon as they are. 

2. I certainly think it would be appropriate for the Prime 
Minister to attend one of these functions. 

[Copies sent to Prime Minister's Office] 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Copy No, . •» 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


Cypher/OTP 


PRISE C 


No. 11162 




November 23, 1963 


D. 12*13 a.m. November 23, 1963 


EMERGENCY 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Following for /ambassador from de Zulueta, 10, Downing Street. 

The Prime Minister has it in mind to attend President 
Kennedy’s funeral in Y/ashington., Please let us have your 
advice as to whether this would be difficult or seem 
unsuitable from the American point of view. 

2. If you think that there would be advantage in the 
Prime Minister attending the funeral, please let us know 
as soon as possible when this is likely to take place. 

3. Before receiving your advice the Prime Minister will 
take no final decision about coming to Washington so we 
ought not meanwhile to allow any public hint of this 
possibilitjr to appear. 


[Copies sent to No ,10 Downing Street] 


4**f*f*4-4* 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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PrilivlEyRINISTER 

1 / The Service at Westminster Abbey tomorrow 
will contain a special act of commemoration for 
President Kennedy. The American Ambassador and 
Mrs. Bruce will both go to the Service. 

The Service starts at 10.30 a.m. and finishes 
at about 11.30 a.m. I have told the Dean that 
you and Lady Douglas-Home would like to attend the 
Service if at all possible. If you decide to go 
you should be at the Great West Door at 10.20 a.m. 
This is not a formal occasion. 

LX ^ fe 





November 23. 1963 . 
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SIK iiLEC DOUG 
TV SOUND - Sr. 

TTR 


This is merely a transcription 
mp.de from a telediphone record¬ 
ing and we cannot vouch for 
its accuracyo 

November 196 j/ 2^00 


KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 
NT 48626 


There are times in life when mind and heart 
stand still and one such is now; and all cf ycu will have felt, as 
I did, that every thine' in cne cried in pretest at the news tnat 
Iresident Kennedy was dead at the hand cf the assassin. 

This young, guy und bravo statesman, killed in 
the full vigour of his manhood, when he here cn his shculcers 
all the cares and the hopes cf the world. You will be glad tc- 
knovr that Her Majesty the Queen has sent a message tc Mrs. '-ennedy 
and the people of the United States cn behalf of you all; and I 
know - now do so cn behalf of Her Majesty's Government and 1 
know that all in both Houses of l'arllament will allow mo, as they 
are not sitting, tc do so on behalf of them toe. 

This moment is the more poignant because only a 
few weeks ago I was walKing' with xresident Kennedy in the ar^urc^ 
of the White House and he was telling me cf his Ians to guard and to 
keep the peace cf the world. And as 1 recall his vivid presence 
he lives in my riind as a man who first cf all, was a non of x once 
and a man with a deep- religious faith, which was deeicatec. tc 
healing the divisions between men* "nd then as a man cf physical 
courage; as you knew, he was a casualty in the war ana vei,> often 
in pain, but he was a man whe was determined that this curse cf 
war should never scourge mankind again if ho could do anything to 
arrest the dangers, End cne, too, who of course, had in his 
power and his hands, such p.ower as had never been given before 
in the history of man to a mortal man. And he used it always^ 
for high purpose and always to make the world a tetter A -lacc and 
a safer place for ordinary men and women to live in. 


"nd then again, I-recall him as a just man, 

a man whe hated bigotry, a man who believed that all men were 
equal in the sight of God and acted cn that belie!, then 

a^man, who as a husband a father was tolerant and human and as 
a p.olitician, was a statesman whe grasped all the opportunities 
that he had and locked forward with on imagination rare in a man 
of his years. 


In the three short years cf his p-r^sidency, 
he left an indelible mark on his country and cn the world; and 
for us in Britain his loss is a' deep and a sad one because he 
was the most loyal and faithful of allies. Tonight I fear ther 
is no comfort that I can bring to the American poc: le, nor indeed 
to c-urselves, nor indeed to men anywhere who core for tolerance 
and liberty and justice and pea.co, Unless it be this - that 
this dreadful deed should shock us all to dedicate ourselves 
anew to those tilings which he liked, which he love.'., onu for 
which he worked during his lift? and if we can help to bring to 
men the liberty, justice and peace for which he did so much, 
then we shall be doing something tc serve the causes in the 
service/ of which he himself died* 

mb 
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This is merely a transcription 
made from a teledioVirv.® — 

i-ner ^ 


MR. HAROLD WCLSCH 

TV SOUND - SPECIE PROGRAMME 

KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 
TTR NT 4S627 


22nd November 19^3/2305 


The Prime Minister, ^ think, spoke for all cf us 
when he expressed the deep sympathy cf this nation, of our pwople, 
to Mrs.Kennedy, her family, to his relatives and his associates 
in the -“merican government on this tragic — this senseless — act 
that has taken place today. 

It has cone as a tremendous shock to everyone 
in this country. When I hoard the news I was addressing a large 
meeting and when it was announced all the people in the hall let 
out an involuntary gasp of horror? and as they stood in 
sympathy. In tribute to A resident Kennedy, cne could sense that 
they were almost stunned by what they had heard. 

Like the Prime Minister, all of us who have had 
the _ rivilege cf knowing President Kennedy, will think, I think, 
perhaps first of the man. He was young and vigorous, ^hen he 
talked to him in the White Hcuse, even you were all the time 
conscious that you were talking to a man who wielded enormous 
power and tremendous responsibility — the talk V^lf was as 
intimate and frank and as free as if you were talking at your own 
fireside. He'd a very rapid grasp of any subject that one was 
discussing and we knew that he had of course, behind his words 
a remarkable knowledge based on the briefing that he had from 
vast administrative machine. 

Above all, ho gave a sense cf vigour and of 
purpose to everything he did. I know a good number cf his 
associates? some cf them I*ve known for many years? and on ny 
visits to Washington I*ve been able to sense from them the 
tremendous inspiration and above all the sense cf mission and cf 
purpose that he ins tilled into them. 

He dies now after nearly three years as 
President cf the United States, -bnd the Prime Minister Is right— 
sc many cf the plans, the ideals that he'd formed have not 
reached fuiticn, and tragically, some of them, I'm afraid, will 
die with him. But I think the main purpose cf his work will 
go on. 

Now, what were his achievements ? ^ne has get 
tc recognise that in many cases he could not succeed in carrying 
through what he had set his hand to, particularly because cf the 
delays of the American legislative process, and fer ether 
reasons. But I think what he did achieve was to bring a new 
sense of purpose tc the ■American people. He did waken up 
America and gdt them moving agin in an economic sense, ^e tried 
perhaps not all that successfully but it was not his fault, to 
get a sense cf social purpose into the A me rican political scene, 
particularly in relation to the welfare of the aged, provisions 
for education. 

rab 
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MR. HaitOLD WILSON 


But above all perhaps ho will be remembered so far 
as domestic affairs are concerned by his great and courageous fight 
for human rights. His groat fight which once begun had to go cn to 
the end for the ending' of racial conflict in the United States. 

His administrative work - I think ethers will A my 
tribute to — but at any rate one can feel that when a decision 
had to be taken because cf the keen brain, the keen sense cf 
administration he brought, that decision was taken in full li ht 
of all the knowledge - nothing ever went through in a slipshod 
way, - he might make mistakes bee use all human beings are fallible 

fully documented and he took his 


but at anyrate every decisicn was fid 
decision with courage anl/sincerity. 


In his overseas relations, I think he has initiated 
a now ora in east-west relationships. Ho*s stood firm for American 
power and for building up •“•morican defences. But ho never worts’, to 
employ these defences in a crusade against those with when he 
disagreed* Ho wan tee. to build up that strep th for the :ur cso cf 
making A eace possible;. 

I was in Russia tills year when he made his famous 
speech to the <*kierican University and I hoard, 1 think I w s the first 
tc hear Premier Khrushchev*s reaction to it. ‘br- %at one felt 
was that the gnat ^.cwor cf the United States was being used end 
put forward for .. c _ 0 > , a peaceful solution cf the t r obi eras cf 
east-west relationships. What one felt was that those in America 
^he, in _ ast years, had talked about the inevitability cf war, just 
as there were these in Russia who talked in these terms, had new 
been given their j 'by this «roat and this statesmanlike 

speech. 

I remember when I met Bresident Kennedy in i4 ;. ril, 
walking round the w hite House garden with him; and we wore talking 
about history, because he was a great reader cf history bocks end ho 
felt as so many ether statesmen had, that ycu can never really 
understand the problems cf cur age except through the eyes cf history 
iind we found we had one book, one favourite bock in common — Carl 
Sandberg*s (ph.) LIFL OF kBILJLiM LINCOLN. Both cf us seemed to knew 
it almost by heart, so far as that moving ; as or. c about thu death 
of Lincoln was concerned, "-nd as we talked about this he tcld me how 
he had visited Gottysber the previous day. Now in the very week of 
tho centenary cf Gottysberg, he too has die d. When Lincoln was 
murdered, one of his closest associates sai l ; "New he belongs to the 
ages." 

I think that is the way in which we shall think cf 
the death cf President Kennedy - a young man cut off with only a small 
fraction of his work completed. But a man who has pi von <an ins inti on 
to those who cone after him. 


mb iOCF.C 
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GHK-J&ED 

•r.v. am© - splci 

KIM 

T. T. E. 


m . . , e merely a transcription 

££ frcTa telediphone record* 

ing and we cannot /oU - 2nd Eovcmbcr, 19^5/23^5 

its accuracyo 


This is a nur.bing tragedy and of course, in the first 
.lace, it is a personal tragedy end I would like to add ny sympathy to that cf 
the Print I-Iinister ; aid the loader of the Opposition for President Kennedy* s 
family. Kc was a natural, chairing, gay, vigorous nan and as a. nan lie has 
been struck and our first tii;uf^it roust surely go tc his wife end to his 
children, .'aid again I think like other people who have spoken already tout it 
is aproaraitc to think at tills tine of Lincoln because Kennedy t.; grappled 
with sane of the sane difficulties which Lincoln tackled. The difficulty oi 
race relations, the whole difficulty of reaching out as a leader of a free 
aocle to ueot new problems and new opportunities, and far outside .Inc rue a , 
Kennedy did stand not only to the free world but I think throughout the ■world 
for a new approach to these new problens wiiich we all feel nd I believe in 
Russia tonight there will be genuine sorrow for this appalling act. 

I don't nysclf feel that there is nuch that I can add 
to what has already been said r.b.ut kin, at least net now. .11 through 
Britain there will be quite ordinary people this evening who will feel tais 
o.s a totally unejected personal tragedy as though .no of their own relations 
ha.d been i killed and all wc can do is to go on, is to continue, to eo our oi , 
to follow on the linus wiiich he had laid down, to build ^up gooc relations a 
far as wo can between people of different race and different c- cur. ±o o<, 
flm without being offensive in the projection of cur ri^ts ran our frecuou. 
hnd above all to try and live our political lives, those of us who are in 
".•clitics in the sane way that lie did with a dedication but yet with r. 
naturalness with a lack of ponpccity with an ability to get across «o i conic 
in a vav which I third: was peculiarly his own. Is I c y, he is going to oo 
deeply mourned for a very long tine anti tenight all ».c c<-n do is to Svjo .ur 
syrr.a thy for bio family and to the great nation wiiich ho led. 


I 


/£B 

0210 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


En Clair 


P RISBC 


No, 1U6Q 
November 22, 1963 


D, 9*20 p.m, November 22, 1963 


IMMEDIATE 

Please transmit following personal message to 
Mrs» Kennedy, . 

Begins, 

We are horrified by the terrible news and 
send you our deepest sympathy in your grief. 


Elizabeth and Alec Douglas-Home 


Ends* 


LCopies sent to No.10 Downing Street] 



_k 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


COPY NO 


• • »-4 


EiA Clair 


P R I SEC 


No, 

November 22,1963 



D.9,22 p.m, November 22,1963 


IMMED IATE 

Please transmit the following personal message 
to Mrs, Kennedy from Mr, Macmillan and Lady Dorothy 
Macmill an.. 

We are numbed by the shock of Jack’s death* 
Nothing we can say can console you. All we can 
do is to send you our best love. 


Signed. 

Harold and Dorothy Macmillan. 


/Copies sent to No,10 Downing Street/ 


VWVV 
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FROM vvASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 

FOREIGN OFFICE AND 
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION 


.11.30 p.ra. November 22,1963 
.12.19 a.m. November 23,1963 

IMMEDIATE 

Your telegram No.11457• 

Message has been delivered to Mr, Rusk’s 
office to await Mr. Rusk’s return. 


ADVANCE COPIES: 

Private Secretary- 

Sir J. Coulson 

Head of American Depoi’tment 

Head of News Department 

Resident Clerk 


VWVV 



Clair 


Sir D. Ormsby Gore 


November 22,1963 


D 
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I . 

^ATEIviMfT BY Ivifl. HAROLD MAOiviTl .f.AN 

BB When the news came, the whole world was stunned, 

H| It seemed impossible, incredible. Even now that the 

full sorrow of this terrible event is inescapable, it 
BB is still too soon to weigh up the consequences or 

■ foresee the future. 

H At this moment, one can only think of the sense of 

^B personal loss which will be felt by millions of men and 

^B women of every race, colour and creed all over the world. 

For Jack Kennedy meant to so many people in every 
H country understanding, hope and faith in the future. 

H For the people of the United States and for the 

President’s bereaved family every Briton feels the deepest 

■ sympathy. 

H| Everyone who worked with him or for him had not 

H only a high regard for his great quality but a genuine 

affection for him. 

■ For three years he and I worked together in complete 

■ harmony and understanding. When things were rough, he 

H was resolute. If there was a success, he showed a generous 

and boyish delight which was irresistably attractive. In 
every situation, however complicated, he was always fair. 

Jack Kennedy was a great President of the United States 

■ of America. But he was more than that. He was a great 
world inspiration. For to him the peace and progress of the 

H world was not just a phrase but a living and burning faith. 

■ (i 
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En Clair 


FQR EIGH OFFICE AND 
HITSHALL DISTRIBUTION 



EMERGENCY 


November 22, 1963 



\ 


B, 9.25 p.m. November 22, 1963 


Following from Secretary of Stat e 

Please transmit the following message from me to Mr. Rusk: 


Ecgins: 


I am deeply grieved by the tragic news which dominates 
our lives this evening. President Kennedy has been 
universally admired and respected in Britain as one of 
the outstanding political leaders of our century. .7e 
sorrow with you over an irreparable loss, for his death 
deprives us no less than you of an inspiring leader of the 
free nations. 


R. A. Butler 


Ends 


2. Please report by immediate telegram when message has been 
delivered. 


PPPFP 
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FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND 




WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION 


No . 36U 

November 22, 1963 


D. 11.29 p.ffl. November 22, 1963 
R. 11*38 p.m. November 22, 1963 


EMERGEN CY 

Your telegram No. 1LL55. 

Both messages have been delivered to the -Thite 
House since Mrs. Kennedy and President Johnson were 
en r oute from Dallas to Vashington. 

ADVAN CE COPIES : 

Sir J. Coulson 
Head of Protocol Department 
Head of News Department 
Resident Clerk 
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ROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


En Claa 

No. 1U5^ S 
November 22, 1963 

EMERGENCY 


FOREIGN OFFICE /JR) 
WHITEHALL DIST R IBUTION 

D. 9.03 p.m. November 22, 1963 


The Queen would be glad if you would convey the two following 
messages. Her Majesty also hopes that if appropriate, you will 
express her hope for the speedy recovery of President Lyndon 
Johnson. 

(1) To President Lyndon Johnson or if incapacitated, to the 
appropriate official. 

*Be p* ins # 

i an shocked and horrified to learn of the tragic death 
of President Kennedy. On behalf of my peoples, I send 
my sincere sympathy to the Government, and to the Congress, 
and to the people of the United States of America. 

Elizabeth R. 

Ends. 

(2) To Mrs. Kennedy 
Begins: 

I am so deeply distressed to learn of the tragic death of 
President Kennedy. My husband joins me in sending our 
heartfelt and sincere sympathy to you and to your family. 

Elizabeth R. 

Ends. 

2. Plea.se report by emergency telegram when messages have been 
delivered. 




77777 


■i. 
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^RAFT SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER 

You have heard the dreadful news, I find it 
almost impossible, as I expect you do, to accept the 
fact that President Kennedy is dead. 

Only a few weeks ago, I was walking with him in 
the White House gardens in Washington discussing with 
him the whole range of problems which effect Britain and 
America and indded all men and women wherever they may 
be, for they concern the peace of this world of ours. 

You will be glad to know that The Queen has sent 
a message of sympathy to Mrs. Kennedy and to the new 
President on behalf of you all. I have done likewise 
on behalf of Her Majesty*s Or • rnment. All that 
remains is for me to a the late President's 


memory. 

It is hai 
brave, intel 
in life tc 
world is 


itve \ this gay, 
cax. so early 
xecti v e of. ce in the 
re thre short 


years of ^residency he has left ar. indelible mark 
on his count r;, and on tne wond. 

} iled * most rc <ulabm assembly of 

power that the worlc as ever s B ie was a 

man of peace and of deep relip - faith and used that 
pov/er only to promote peace and ever to threaten it. 

He saw that today men have me choice of living 
together or perishing together and that hov/ever deep the 
quarrels between them, the things that divide them most 
always take second place to the end to make this world 
a better and more fruitful place for ordinary people to 
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• 

live in. Despite great opposition, he never used the 
great power of America except to make the world a better 
and safer place for us all. 

He saw too that the great danger for the future 
of the world, when all political creeds are put aside, 
was bigotry and those that believed that a white skin 
entitles a man to a better life than his coloured brother 
and the bitterness racial conflict must bring us all. 

He believed like President Lincoln before him, that 
all men were created equal in the sight of their creator 
and therefore entitled to equal opportunity. He paid, 
100 years later a similar price for his beliefs. 

There is no comfort to be drawn from his death 
except perhaps ne hope that tn.s dreadful deed will 
shock all men, white or black, Comma* or free into 
the realisation that there i. o alter/ to living 

on this earth in toler^. je at good neighs ft. 

The death of President Kennedy is a loss to the 
American nation but is a loss to us ail in this country 
too. Since the war, the material recovery of Britain 
has depended in large measure upon American generosity 
and today the safety of our country depends upon the 
Atlantic Alliance. 

We and the Americans have argued and quarrelled in 
the past as all good friends do but today we mourn them 
the passing of a great and gay young man, a devoted 
husband and father, a statesman of great stature, a 
friend of Britain. 
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[2.11 .65 NEWS SUMMARY for 10.20 pm 

It’s half past ten: 

President Kennedy has been assassinated. He was shot down as 
he drove with his wife in an open car through the crowded streets of 
the Texas city of Dallas. Just as their motor cavalcade was 
approaching an underpass, three shots rang out. The President 
collapsed, blood pouring from wounds in his head and throat. Mrs. 
Kennedy, weeping and crying "Oh, no" tried to hold up his head. The 
motor cavalcade inmediately accelerated and raced to hospital. Mrs. 
Kennedy was unhurt, but the Governor of Texas, Mr. John Connally, was 
struck by a bullet. At the hospital, the President was given a 
series of blood transfusions. Priests were called to administer the 
last rites. Then, half an hour after entering hospital the President] 
died. Governor Connally is still seriously ill. Vhntin monents 
of the shooting, the biggest gtan hunt America has ever seen was under 
way. It’s reported that on the fifth floor of a building nearby, 
police found a rifle with telescopic sights and three empty shells. 

f 

Soon afterwards, a policeman was shot dead in a Dallas cinema. His 
assailant has been arrested; he’s said to be the chairman of a 
"Fair Play for Cuba" committee, but it’s not known if he’s 
inmediately linked with the assassination. Vice-President Lyndon 
Johnson has now been sworn in as the new President as tributts to 
Mr. Kennedy pour in from all over the world. The Prime Minister 
will be broadcasting at 11 o’clock. 
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THE TIMES 


PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
ASSASSINATED 


THREE SHOTS AT OPEN 
CAR IN TEXAS 


MR. JOHNSON SWORN AS SUCCESSOR 

President Kennedy was assassinated yesterday in Dallas, Texas. Three shots were fired 
as the President’s open car passed near an intersection in the main business area of the city. 
He was hit in the head and died in hospital soon afterwards. Mrs. Kenned) was unhurt, but 
Mr. John Connally, the Governor of Texas, who was riding with the President, was hit and 
gravely wounded. 

Vice-President Lyndon Baines Johnson has been sworn in as the new President. He 
took the oath on board the presidential aircraft while it stood on Love Field, Dallas, preparing 
to fly to Washington. 


RIFLE NEAR 
WINDOW 

From Our Own Correspondent 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 22 

The assassination took place as the 
presidential party drove from the airport 
into the city of Dallas. One witness said 
the shots were fired from the window of 
a building. People flung themselves to 
the ground as armed policemen and 
Secret Service agents rushed into the 
building. A rifle with telescopic sights 
was found there. 

The President was wounded in the 
head and collapsed into the arms of his 
wife. She was heard to cry, “ Oh, no ” 
as she cradled his head in her lap and 
the car, spattered with blood, speeded to 
Parkland Hospital. 

The President was still alive when he 
reached the hospital. He was taken into 
an emergency room where facilities 
were said to be adequate. Two Roman 
Catholic priests were called and the last 
rites were administered. Mr. Kennedy 



A policeman with rifle believed to be 
the assassination weapon. 


died at 2 p.m. Eastern Standard Time 
(7 p.m. G.M.T.), about 35 minutes after 
the shots were fired. 

Vice-President Lyndon Johnson 
escaped because his car, following the 
presidential vehicle, was delayed by the 
arge crowds. 

GOVERNOR HIT 

Mrs. Connally said afterwards that 
he thought that President Kennedy was 
hot first. She said that the President 
/as in the right rear seat of the open 
ar and Mrs. Kennedy was at his left, 
fr. Connally faced the President on a 
imp seat. She herself faced Mrs. 
ennedy. 

“ They had just gone through the 
wn. They were pleased at the recep- 
>n they had received. They got ready 
go through the underpass when a shot 
is heard. When the first ^hot was 
med Governor Connally turned in his 
seat and almost instantly was hit.” 

An assistant to the Governor said: 
“She does not know about the third 
shot, but it may have been the one that 
hit the Governor's wrist. Jackie 
grabbed the President, and Mrs. 
Connally grabbed Connally, and they 
both ducked down in the car.” 

Two Secret service men were in the 
front of the car and one of them 
instantly telephoned to a control centre 
and said, “ Let's go straight to the 
nearest hospital ”. 

AT HEAD OF CONVOY 
President Kennedy was shot through 
the throat and head, possibly by the same 
bullet, according to Dr. Malcolm Perry, 
the surgeon who attended him. Dr. Perry 
said that a tracheotomy was performed 
to relieve the President's breathing and 
blood and fluid were administered intra¬ 
venously. Chest tubes were inserted, and 
Dr. Perry tried chest cardiac massage, 
but to no avail. 

President Kennedy began his last day 
in the fine humour which political 
occasions always aroused in him. He 
joked about his wife; he sajd that she 
was always late, but was worth waiting 
for. Then, in lovely autumnal weather, 
he drove off at the head of a large con¬ 
voy of cars. 

The reception given to him on his 
arrival had been enthusiastic, and 
thousands of people thronged the air¬ 
port and the streets. 

The President's journey to Texas, 
described as non-political, had been 
undertaken to bring some order to 
the state’s faction-ridden Democratic 
Party. The electoral votes of the 
state were considered vital for his 
reelection next year. The state party 
was not only divided between liberals 
and conservatives, but also by the 
extreme right-wing. 

SHOT IN BACK 

At the time of the assassination many 
cars in the city were decorated with 
placards bearing legends such as “ U.S.. 
not U.N. ”. Only last month Mr. Adlai 
Sievenson, the United States permanent 
delegate to the United Nations, was 
struck and spat upon in Dallas. Pre¬ 
sumably because of this incident all 
leave had been cancelled for the local 


police and extraordinary precautions 
were taken. 

Mr. Connally was shot in the back 
just below the shoulder-blade and after¬ 
wards could not explain how it had 
happened. An assistant quoted him as 
saying: “I don’t know. I guess from 
the back. They got the President 
too. . . . Just take care of Nellie (Mrs. 
Connally) for me.” 

Washington was stunned by the news 
and an emergency forum was called in 
the Senate. Senator Mike Mansfield, the 
Senate majority leader, said : “ This is 
terrible. I cannot find words.” 

Senator Everett Dirksen, the minority 
leader, said: “ Oh God ! This is the 
most distressing thing that could ever 
happen. I am shocked.” 

Mr. Dean Rusk, the Secretary of 
State, and other Cabinet officers were 
on their way to Japan, and the aircraft 
immediately turned round. The New 
York Stock Exchange closed. 

Within an hour of his death the Presi¬ 
dent's body was removed from the hos¬ 
pital and placed upon an aircraft for 
Washington. It was accompanied by 
Mrs. Kennedy. 

JUDGE IN TEARS 

Mr. John McCormack, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, said 
that the body would be taken on Sunday 
to the rotunda of the Capitol where it 
would lie in state until Monday. Wash¬ 
ington Cathedral is to be kept open all 
night tonight for those who wish to offer 
prayers. 

Vice-President Lyndon Johnson was 
sworn in as President in the forward 
compartment of the presidential aircraft 
before his return to Washington. The 
oath was administered by Federal Judge 
Sarah Hughes, who wept bitterly. The 
ceremony was attended by Mrs. John¬ 
son and Mrs. Kennedy. 

On his return to Washington tonight 
Mr. Johnson almost immediately held a 
series of meetings at the White House 
with Mr. Robert McNamara, the 
Defence Secretary, Mr. McGeorge 
®unO y, Mr. Kennedy's adviser on 
national security affairs, and Congres¬ 
sional leaders of both parties. 

WITNESS'S STORY 

Dallas. Nov. 22.—Mr. Bob Jackson, 
a photographer for the Dallas Times 
Herald, saw the shooting and even saw 
the rifle used from the window. He was 
riding in the convoy close behind the 
President's car with four other people. 

“ When we heard the first shot,” he 
said, “ the President had already turned 
the corner. We had not made the 
corner yet. Then we heard two more 
shots. As far as 1 know, three shots 
were all I heard. 

“ Since I was facing the building 
where the shots were coming from, I 
just glanced up and saw two coloured 
men in a window straining to look at a 
window up above them. As I looked 
up to the window above, 1 saw a rifle 
being pulled back jn the window. It 
might have been resting on the window¬ 
sill. I didn’t see a man. I didn't even 
see if it had a scope [telescopic sight] 
on it.” 

Mr. Jackson said the gunman had 
about a 45-degree angle from the build¬ 
ing to the President's car “ As soon as I 
saw the rifle. I knew someone was try¬ 
ing to kill them, but it never entered my 
mind that he could be dead. I just 
couldn't believe it at first.” 

NEVER ANY HOPE 

The police found the rifle near a win¬ 
dow. Three empty cartridges lay on the 
floor. The rifle was described as a 
“ high-powered Army or Japanese rifle 
of about .25 calibre ”, 

Dr. Robert Shaw, who is attending 
Mr. Connally, said the Governor 


seemed to have been struck by a single 
bullet which \yent through his chest, 
emerging at the front, and struck his 
wrist and thigh. 

Dr. Perry said later that Mr. Kennedy 
suffered a neck wound—a bullet hole in 
the lower part of the neck. There was 
a second wound in the President’s head, 
but Dr. Perry was not certain whether it 
was inflicted by the same bullet. 

He said the President lost conscious¬ 
ness as soon as he was hit and never 
recovered consciousness. “ We never 
had any hope of saving his life ”, Dr. 
Perry said, though eight or 10 doctors 
attended him. 

Dr. Perry said that soon after he 
reached the hospital, Mr. Kennedy's 
heart action failed and “ there was no 
palpable pulse beat Reuter. 


QUESTIONED MAN’S 
DENIAL 

Dallas, Nov. 22.— Lee Harvey 
Oswald, aged 24, a man who defected 
to the Soviet Uhion but later returned 
to the United States, was questioned 
today by the pdiice in connexion with 
the assassination of the President. He 
was arrested and taken from a cinema 
after the shooting of £ Dallas policeman. 

After two hours of questioning he 
denied any connexion with the murder 
of the President nr erf the policeman. 

The police said Oswald worked in the 
building from which the assassination 
shots were fired. Television reports said 
he had been identified as chairman of a 
“ Fair Play for Cuba ” committee.— 
Reuter. __ 

SHOCKED CROWDS 
IN NEW YORK 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS 
CORRESPONDENT 

NEW YORK, Nov. 22 

News of the shooting of President 
Kennedy spread like wildfire through the 
streets of New York and through 
United Nations headquarters, where 
delegates gathered in shocked groups 
discussing the news. Throughout the 
city people clustered round television 
sets in restaurants and Listened anxiously 
to the radio. 

As people became aware of the 
tragedy, a hush fell on the streets. AH 
schools, public institutions and many 
offices closed down. All theatres can¬ 
celled their evening performances. As 
the schools closed, weeping children 
came out and went home. 

At United Nations headquarters the 
General Assembly was hastily convened 
to pay tribute to the President. Dele¬ 
gates filed past Mr. Adlai Stevenson, the 
permanent representative of the United 
States, and shook his hand in silent con¬ 
dolence. Dr. Sosft-Rodriguez (Venez¬ 
uela), the president of the General 
Assembly, and U Thant, the Secretary- 
General, spoke briefly, expressing their 
grief. The Assembly stood for a 
moment in silence. 

CHURCHES FILLED 

The newspapers brought out extra 
editions in mid-afternoon. Church bells 
throughout the city began to toll, and 
places of worship were soon filled with 
people of all religious persuasions. 
Public and private functions for several 
days ahead have been cancelled. A 
sense of stunned sorrow pervades all. 

Throughout the United States, in cities 
and in hamlets, similar scenes were 
enacted. In some cases people in the 
streets, when asked for comments, broke 
down and wept openly. 



SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23 1963 



An unidentified man stands on the rear bumper of President Kennedy’s car as Mrs. Kennedy bends over the President immediately after the 


THE QUEEN’S MESSAGE OF 
SYMPATHY TO U.S. 


“I AM SHOCKED AND HORRIFIED TO 
LEARN OF TRAGIC DEATH” 

The Queen has sent the following message to President Lyndon 
Johnson :— 

“ I am shocked and horrified to learn of the tragic death of President 
Kennedy. On behalf of my peoples, I send my sincere sympathy 
to the Government and to the Congress and to the people of the 
United States of America.” 

The Queen’s message to Mrs. Kennedy was:— 

“ I am so deeply distressed to learn of the tragic death of President 
Kennedy. My husband joins me in sending our heartfelt and 
sincere sympathy to you and your family.” 


BODY FLOWN TO 
WASHINGTON 

HARROWING SCENE 
AT AIRPORT 

LYING IN STATE 

From Our Special Correspondent 
ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE, 
MARYLAND, Nov. 22 

President Lyndon Johnson returned to 
Washington tonight and promised : “ I 
will do my best. That is all I can do. 
I ask for your help and God's.” 

It was a nightmare scene at Andrews 
Air Force Base when the big blue and 
white presidential jet aircraft unloaded 
its gruesome cargo. The body of John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy was uncere¬ 
moniously bundled out of the back 
entrance of the aircraft on to a yellow 
lift, lowered into a simple United States 
Navv ambulance and driven away. 

His widow, Mrs. Jacaueline Kennedy, 
her legs still spattered with her husband’s 



An arrow points to the window in the 
building in Dallas from which it is 
believed the assassin’s shot was fired. 


blood, stepped unsteadily from the air¬ 
craft on the arm of her brother-in-law, 
Mr. Robert Kennedy, the Attorney- 
General. 

After the ambulance had driven away 
before crowds of silent and shocked 
citizens. President Johnson emerged 
with his wife and walked over to the 
microphones. It was some moments 
before the helicopter and jet engines 
could’ be silenced so that he could speak 
and even when he did so it was not easy 
to hear him. He said: “ This is a sad 
time for all people. . . . For me it is a 
deep personal tragedy. . . .” 

FRAIL FIGURE 

It was a cool, clear evening. A hazy 
crescent moon hung in the dark sky 
above the grey expanse of the runway. 
It was an emotional moment, and 
reporters who pride themselves on being 
hard-bitten could not disguise their 
grief. It was only now, seven hours 
after the event, the full force of the 
tragedy began to sink in. 

Perhaps it was the gaunt and haggard 
look of Mr. Johnson, who has been so 
suddenly catapulted into the hardest 
job in the world. Perhaps it was the 
frail figure of Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy, 
the young woman of whom it was said 
that she never wanited to be in the public 
eye. Whatever it was, the drama took 
full and appalling effect at the moment 
when she stepped from the aircraft. 

One could not but look back to that 
day in January when Mr. Kennedy stood 
in the snow—a symbol of hope. One 
remembered his astonishing energy, of 
which your Correspondent had an early 
taste when he followed Mr. Kennedy 
around Washington until 3.30 a.m. on 
his inauguration day. 

As the aircraft drew up all was con¬ 
fusion. An Air Force guard of honour, 
the searing arclights, the acrid smells 
of jet fuel and diesel oil, and crowds of 
silent, sorrowing people of high and low 
estate. Supreme Court Justices, Cabinet 
members, senators, members of the 
diplomatic corps, Mr. Averell Harri- 
man, representing the maturity of the 
New Frontier. Mr. Theodore Sorensen, 
the President's speech writer, Mr. 
McGeorgfe Bundy, Mr. Arthur Schle- 
sitiger and others representing its youth. 

Mr. Kennedy's body was driven away 
along the 14-mile route to Washington, 
where it will lie in state. 


The Prime Minister sent the following 
message to President Lyndon Johnson : 
On behalf of the British Government, I 
extend to you and to the Government of 
the United States of America our deepest 
sympathy in the terrible loss that you 
have sustained by the assassination of 
President Kennedy. He was greatly 
admired and loved by us all. I extend 
to you our assurance of friendship and 
support in the heavy burdens which have 
devolved upon you. 

The Prime Minister, who heard the 
news when he arrived at Arundel to 
spend the weekend with the. Duke of 
Norfolk, returned at once to Downing 
Street. 

In a broadcast on television and 
sound radio last night Sir Alec Douglas- 
Home said the assassination was “ one 
of those times in life when heart and 
mind stand still. . . . Everything in one 
cried out in protest ”. 

Recalling the “ vivid person ” with 
whom he had walked and talked within 
the grounds of the White House only a 
few weeks ago, Sir Alec said President 
Kennedy was a man of peace, a man 
with a deep religious faith which was 
dedicated to healing divisions between 


OTHER PRESIDENTS 
ASSASSINATED 

Three United States Presidents 
have been shot and fatally wounded 
by assassins in the past 100 years. 
Attempts were made on the lives of 
others. 

President Abraham Lincoln was 
shot in a Washington theatre on 
April 14, 1865, and died the follow¬ 
ing day. 

President James A. Garfield was 
shot on July 2, 1881, in Washington, 
and died on September 19 that year. 

President William McKinley 
was shot in Buffalo, New York, on 
September 6. 1901, and died on 
September 14. 

An attempt was made to assassinate 
Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt, then 
President-elect, in Miami, Florida, on 
February 15. 1933, but the bullet 
killed the Mayor of Chicago, who 
was also on the platform. 

Puerto Rican nationalists 
attempted to assassinate President 
Harry S. Truman on November 1, 
1950; they failed to shoot their way 
into Blair House in Washington. A 
White House guard was killed. 


men. He was a man of physical 
courage, a casualty of war. often in 
pain, who was determined that the curse 
of war should never scourge mankind 
again. 

He had more power than had ever 
been given in history to a mortal 
man. and he used it always for high 
purposes and always to make the world 
a better and safe place for ordinary 
men and women to live in. 

RARE IMAGINATION 

“ I recall him as a just man who 
hated bigotry and believed all men 
were equal in the sight of God and 
acted on that belief; a man who as a 
husband and father was tolerant and 
human, and as a politician was a 
statesman who grasped all the oppor¬ 
tunities that he had and looked for¬ 
ward with imagination rare in a man 
of his years.” 

The loss to Britain was a deep and 
sac one, for President Kennedy was “ a 
most loyal and faithful ally 

“ Tonight ”, he continued. “ I fear 
there is no comfort I can bring to the 
American people, nor to ourselves, nor 
ic men anywhere who care for tolerance, 
liberty, justice and peace unless it be 
this: that this dreadful deed should 
shock us all to dedicate ourselves anew 
to those things which he loved and for 
which he worked during his life. If we 
can help to bring to man the liberty, jus¬ 


tice and peace for which he did so much, 
then we shall be doing something to 
serve the cause for which he, himself, 
died.” 

GASP OF HORROR 

Mr. Harold Wilson. Leader of the 
Opposition, said, “When I heard the 
news, I was addressing a large meeting, 
and when it was announced all the 
people in the hall let out an involuntary 
gasp of horror. As they stood in sym¬ 
pathy and tribute, one could sense they 
were almost stunned." 

President Kennedy had brought a new 
sense of purpose to the American people. 
He Would be remembered for his great 
and courageous fight for human rights: 
a fight which once begun had to go on 
to the end of racial conflict. 

Mr. Grimond. leader of the Liberal 
Party, spoke of “ this numbing tragedy ”, 
All over Britain there would be ordinary 
people who would feel his death as a 
totally unexpected personal tragedy: as 
though one of their own relations had 
been killed. 

RESPECTED IN BRITAIN 

Among the reactions by other world 
leaders were the following: — 

MR. BUTLER, in a message to Mr. 
Rusk: “I am deeply grieved by the 
tragic news which dominates our lives 
this evening. President Kennedy has 
been universally admired and respected 
in Britain as one of the outstanding poli¬ 
tical leaders of our century. We sorrow 
with you over an irreparable loss, for his 
death deprives us no less than you of an 
inspiring leader of the free nations.” 

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL: “ This 
monstrous act has taken from us a great 
statesman and a wise and valiant man. 
The loss to the United States and to the 
world is incalculable.” 

MR. MACMILLAN: “The whole 
world was stunned. It seemed impossible, 
incredible. Even now the whole sorrow 
of this terrible event is inescapable. For 
Jack Kennedy meant to so many people 
in every country understanding, hope 
and faith in the future of the people of 
the United States." 

GENERAL DE GAULLE. ‘ Presi¬ 
dent Kennedy died like a soldier, under 
fire, for his duty and in the service of 
his country. In the name of the French 
people, ever the friend of the American 
people, I salute this great example and 
this great memory.” 

MR. GROMYKO, Soviet Foreign 
Minister, telephoned Mr. Foy Kohler. 
United States Ambassador, “ to express 
his shock and greatest sympathy towards 
the American people”. Mr. Khrush¬ 
chev's condolences were expected to be 
published today. 

THE POPE received the news with 
dismay. He immediately retired to his 
private chapel for prayers for the 
President. 

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

“ I am deeply grieved by the death of 
President Kennedy. He was a states¬ 
man of Christian ideals whose service 
to his fellows was inspired by his faith 
in God. and the world will be the poorer 
for his death and the better for his great 
example. He combined the turmoil of 
public affairs with the serenity of a 
happy family life.” 

LORD ATTLEE: “ This is a really 
terrible tragedy. He was a very fine 
young fellow and likely to do very great 
things. He was a man of great courage 
and vision." 

LORD AVON: “ The news is appal¬ 
ling. The President’s exceptional quali¬ 
ties of firm but patient diplomacy have 
been recognized by us all as a service 
to peace.” 

PRESIDENT SWART, of South 
Africa, said he was “ most deeply 
shocked ”. 

Obituary page 12; the new 
President page 9 : other world 
reaction page 7 : pictures page 16. 


CHINESE 01 
TO CAMBO 

MILITARY A1 
ATTACKE1 

PNOM PENH 

Prince Norodom Sihanoi 
state of Cambodia, said tO' 
had received a Note from 
Government promising fu 
political and diplomatic sup 
of aggression from South 
Siam. 

It was announced today th 
bodian National Assembly 
mously endorsed the Prince’s 
international conference to 
Cambodian neutrality. The 
renewing a proposal he first 
year after allegations that 1 
was veering towards the 
block, especially China. 

He said that the conference 
place in Rangoon. Jakarta o 
Its main task would be to gi> 
national control commissior 
and equipment to ensure ( 
true neutrality. 

He said that by his action i 
United States aid. he was nc 
a western presence. Cam bo 
not demand aid from the < 
block, because this would bri 
sations ” from the west. 

BUDDHIST SOCIAl 

The Prince aims to turn ^ambodia 
into what he calls a “ people’s repub¬ 
lic ”, bridging the widening gulf be¬ 
tween rich and poor and thus preventing 
what he sees otherwise as an, inevitable 
bloody revolution. He defines his type 
of socialism as “ Buddhist national 
socialism 

He said at a press conference today 
that Cambodia would not turn com¬ 
munist if there was no aggression against 
her. Cambodia's neutrality was not at 
stake.— Reuter. 


AUSTRALIAN WHEAT 
SALE TO CHINA 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

MELBOURNE, Nov. 22 
The Australian Wheat Board has 
made a further bulk sale of about 41m. 
bushels of wheat valued at more than 
£A30m. (£24m.) to China. The board 
said today that China had bought more 
than 260m. bushels valued at almost 
£A200m. (£160m.) at regular intervals 
during the past three years and was 
regarded as an established and potential 
long-term market. 

Wheat sold under the latest contract 
would be shipped from the 1963-64 crop, 
deliveries of which had already begun 
in some states. 


SUNDAY TRAINS HIT BY 
BRIGHTON DISPUTE 

British Railways electric train drivers 
at Brighton and West Worthing depots 
have threatened to stay at home 
tomorrow in an unofficial dispute over 
Sunday duties and a Southern Region 
official said last night that throughout 
tomorrow there would be a limited 
service on the main line between 
Brighton and Victoria and also between 
Brighton and Eastbourne, Hastings. 
Worthing, Littlehampton and Ports¬ 
mouth. 


NEXT DIRECTOR OF THE 
PORTRAIT GALLERY 

The Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury are to appoint Mr. David 
Towry Piper, an assistant keeper in the 
National Portrait Gallery, as director, 
keeper and secretary of the gallery in 
succession to Mr. Charles Kingsley 
Adams, who will retire in June. 


NATIONAL SERVICE OF 
COMMEMORATION 

A national service of commemoration 
is to be held, the Prime Minister’s Office 
announced yesterday. The date and 
place will be decided within the next day 
or two. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
issued a statement last night saying: 
“ I ask that in all our churches on 
Sunday there will be commemoration 
of the President, prayers for his family 
and his country, and for the causes of 
peace and racial brotherhood for which 
he cared so much.” 

The Lord Chamberlain has ordered 
that flags be flown at half-mast on public 
buildings today and on the day of the 
funeral. 

The Government intend to propose 
that the House of Commons should sit 
at 2.30 p.m. on Monday for the purpose 
only of paying tribute to President 
Kennedy and should thereafter adjourn 
for the remainder of the day. 

The Lord Chamberlain announced 
that court mourning would be observed 
for one week. 
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